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ters of Ireland, to have the Sacramental 

\ Teſt repeal'd, or exchang'd, for any other 
Bill of Excluſion, is the very Reaſon why the Con- 
formiits ſhould inſiſt upon, and preſerve it; be- 
cauſe *tis plain what the Kirk takes to be her greateſt 
Impediment, muſt be the Church's greateſt Secu- 
rity; and therefore in hopes to animate the Confor- 
miſts with equal Reſolution in defending, as the I3if- 
ſenters have ſhewn in attacking tbis Excellent 
Law, I will preface the enſueing Arguments, 
with an Hiſtoricall Account of the ſeveral Attempts 
which have been made againſt it, and the rather 
becauſe ] am perſwaded it will plead my Zn 
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and ſhew the Reaſonableneſs if not Neceſſity of this | | 
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Undertaking. | 
In Order therefore to let the Reader fee the Pan- 
tings and Breathings of the Preſbyterjans after Civil 
and Military Power, and their Reſolution to beat down 
this Fortreſs which keeps them out of it; I will ſhew 
in what Manner they have endeavoured as 
well to prevent, as to repeal the Sacramental Teſt. 

All diſcerning Men ſaw in what Manner the Church 
was expoſed, when the Oath of Supremacy was re- 
pealed which had been the Church's great Secu- 
rity, ſince the 2d. of Elizabeth, againſt the Princi- 
ples both of Papiſts and Preſbyterians who equally re- 
Juſea tt. 

T preſume it is no Secret nom to tell the Reader, 
that the repeal of that Oath open'd a Sluice and let 
in ſuch a Current of Diflenters into our Corporations, 
as bore down all before them, and put them into a 
Capacity. to concert a Monopoly of Trade in Ulſter, 
and enabled them to make ſo many Erections (as they 
call them) of new Congregations thro'out the Kingdom 
of which ſee more in the Conduct of the Diflenters 
„F Ireland. | =: | 

Aithough the Sacramental Teſt had been for a Con- 
ſiderable Time in force in England, yet that Law 
did not reach Ireland, where the Church was more 
oppreſſed by Diſſenters; and where her moſt Sanguin 
Friends were glad to compound, to preſerve what 
Legal Security ſhe had left, rather than to attempt 
any new, or even to recover what ſhe had loſt, and 
in truth they had no Reaſon to expe:t it, at a Time 
when the Diſſenters had the Intereſt to have a Mo- 
tion made and debated in Parliament, that there mig ht 
be a Temporary Repeal of all the Penal Laws a- 


gainſt em, and when they were ſo fluſh'd with the Con- 


_ queſt. 
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% gueſt they had made in our Corporations, as to reject 
7 al Overtures of a Toleration; and to that End, had 
* employ'd their Operator Mr. Boyſe to write againſt 
it with the Utmoſt Contempt and Indignation: cal- 
ling it a Stone inſtead of Bread; a Serpent inſtead 
of a Fiſh. 
when the Church was in this Condition, the Clauſe 
of the Sacramental Teſt was happily ſent over from 
England, tackd to the Popery Bill, which alarm's 
: the whole Body of the Diflenters to that Degree, that 
their Managers began to ply with the greateſt Ar 
” * tifice, and Induſtry, to prevent it's paſſing into 4 
Law. They ſooth'd flatter'd, and made large Pro- 
* miſes; They upbraided threaten'd, and turn'd them- 
© ſelves into all Poſtures, according to the Characters 
» — and Tempers of the Perſons to whom they applyd; 
but all to no Purpoſe, For to the Honour of that 
Parliament be it ſpoken, the whole Body of both Lords 
and Commons (ſome few excepted) paſſ'd the Clauſe 
with great Readineſs, and defended it afterwards 
* with as great Reſolution. 
This judden Blow diſpirited the Diſſenters for ſome 
Tue, and was a Seaſonable Refreſhment ts the Con- 
formiſts. It prov'd like the Pillar of Fire and Cloud 
to the Iſralites aud Egyptians, It was Light to 
I thoſe, but was a Cloud of Darkneſs to theſe ; inſo- 
much that their Purſuit was ſtopp'd, and the Char- 
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riot Wheels of their Drivers were taken off. 
* The immediate Conſequence of this Law was the 
2 Recovery of Several Corporations, which the Confor- 
- miſts had given up to the Diflenters, and the Pre- 
ſervation of Others, to which that Enterprizing Peo- 
ple had made very Bold and Quick Approaches: Of 
which, ſee more in the Conduct of the Difſenters 
from Page 19 to Page 25. | 
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One might now have reaſonably expected, that thi* | 
Signal Defate won'd have Diſcourag i the Ditienters * 
from any further Attempts as ainſt a Law, which had 
ſo Vnanimonſly paſs'd both Houſes : But the contra- © 


ry ſoon appear'd. 


For upon meeting of the Parliament, held by the 
Earl of Pembroke, they quickly re-aſſum'd their wonted 


Courage and Confidence. and made no Doubt but they 
ſhou'd either procure an Avjolute Repeal thereof, or 
get it jo far olli f'd and relax'd, as that they might be 


admitted to Offices of Military Truſt, to this they ap- * 


prebended themſelves encourag'd by a Paragraph in his 
Excellencie's Speech to both Houſes(which they applied to 
themjelves) which was, That theQueen wou'd be glad 
of any Evpedient for ſtrengthening the Intereſt of hee 
Proteſtant Subjects of Ireland. | | 

The Advocates for the Didenters immediatelyto-k hold 
of this Handle, and in Order to prepare the Way for 
this Expedient, inſiſted boldly upon the Merit and 
Loyalty of the Preibyterians, charg'd the Church 
with Perſecution, and extoll'd the Signal Behaviour 
of the Prelbyterians ih the late Revolution, to that 
Degree, as if by their Singular Proweſs they had ſav'd 
the Nation. | | 

But all this, was only to prepare the Way for the 
Grand Engine, which was forming to beat down 
this Law; and that was their Expedient 
Addreſſes. 

The Firſt of this Kind, was from a Provin- 
cial Synod of the Northern Diſtenters, beginning 
with high Encomiums upon themfelues, and as High 
Demands from the Publick, for their untainted Loy- 
alty in all Turns of Government, which they ſaid 
was the Natural Conſequence of their Known Prin- 
ciples; Expreſſions, which had they been applyd to 
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them by their Adverſaries, muſt have been underſtood : 
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a5 ſpoken Ironically, aud indeed to have been the 
greateſt Sarcaſm imazinab'; upon em; Eſpecially, 
hen we confider the Inſ»lent treatment given to 
her Majeſty in the very ſame Aldreſs; for immedi- 


tely after they paſs this Complement upon them- 


Jeives, they tel her Majeſty they Deeply regret the 
dacramental Veſt; and frankly,declar'dthat neither the 


Gentlemen, nor People of their Perſwafion cou'd (they 


1 
Be.” 


meant, wou'd) Serve her, whatever Exigences might 
ariſe unleſs that Law was repeal'd. 

The Managers for the Kirk, folluwing this Pre- 
cedent endeavour'd to obtain Aildreſſes to the ſame Pur- 
poſe from the Corporations, ard tho theyprov'd unſucceſ- 
ful in mojt, they procur'd them from ſeveral of our 
moſt conſideralle Conformins Corporations; and that 
too at a Critical Juncture, when Numbers of Scotch 
Pretbyterians, who had deſeru'd well in the Mair 
of the Union, and cou'd not be rewarded in England 


(where the Teit Act was in Force) ſtood ready to over- 


run our Preferments as ſoon as the Telt ſhox'd be 
repeal'd in Ireland. 

Bur after all their Eforts, when it came to à de- 
cifive Tryal in the Houſe of Commons, the Diflenters 
were defeated, and to their great Surprize were given 


up by Numbers of their Promifing Friends. 


When the Managers found the Houſe of Commons 
cou'd not be brought into that Scheme of an Ex- 
pedtent, to be offer d by them; their Refinement up- 


on this was to move for an Aldreſs, That the Houſe 
won d accept of anExpedieut from Her Majeſty, 


but this alſo was rejected; for by this Pro- 
jeet the Managers wou'd have led the Queen into 
this Dilemma, either to diſoblige the whole Body of 


the Diflenters, by refuſing to name the Expedient , 


or elje to give 1 the Canformiſts to the Injulrs and 
Encroachments of the Diflenters, by a Repeal of that 
1 | Law 


Firm, in Hite of both the Diſſenters, and the Pre- 


: 

| 
J | 
1 
US. 


T The READER. 


Law which was declar'd by the Houſe of Lords to 
be the great Security of the Eftabliſh'd Church, and f 
the Engliſh Intereſt of Ireland. E.. 1 
The next Attempt they made ag ainſt the Leſt was 
during the Government of my Lord Wharton. 
The Diſſenters feem'd more reſolute now than 
ever, to have it repeal'd, eſpecially when 
His Excellency had declar'd from the Throne, 
that they were neither to be perſecuted nor moleſ- 
ted. For they who had all along calld the Teſt Act 
a Perſecution, might reaſonably conclude that Gre- 
vi ance wou'd be remov'd ; when they were told by the 
Chief Governour, that they were not to be even mo- 
leſted. But to their great Confuſion they were ſoon 
andeciev'd, when they found upon Tryal that the Houſe 
of Commons wou'd not bear the leaſt Motion towards 
it. and afterward when His Excellency declai'd ſul- 
emuly he never intended it, | 
Their Movements to repeal the Teſt being ſt op'd 


this May; the Managers were obligd to take ſe= 
veral other Ways to come at it: Aud at the Time © 


that ſome pretended to ſooth. others threat nd even 
the Legiſlature with a View (as muſt be preſumd) 
that thoſe, whom they cou'd not cajole, might be frigh- 


tend into it. 


There happen'd about the Time, when the Project, 
of the Expedient was on Foot, an Excellent Occaſion 
to expreſs their Reſentments againſt this Law: aud 
that was when great Numbers of them refuſ'd the 
Oath of Allegiance, and to oppoſe the Pretender; in- 
ſiſting upon a Repeal of the leſt Act, as the Con- 
dition of their arming in Defence of their Queen 
and Country. 

The Government was not reduc'd to ſuch Sreights 
as to jubmit to that Condition; and the Teit ſtood. 
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tender until the Latter was driven from our Coaſts; 
to and then one wou'd have thought the hopes of the For- 
of mer, wou'd have vaniſh'd with him, 

But it prov'd quite contrary: For thoſe Sons of the 
Earth, rebounding with Freſh Vigour from their Falls, 
Frecover'd new Strength and Spirit from every Defeat, 
and the next Attempt was bolder (conſidering 
the Circumſtances they were in) than any they had 
made before. | 
Type Caſe was this; The Houſe of Lords of Ireland 
had accuſ'd them to the Queen of Several Illegal 
Practices, weich highly concern'd the Safety of our 
© Conſtitution, both in Church and State: The parti- 
culars of which Charge, were Sum'd up in a Repre- 
” ſentation from the Lords to this Eeffect. | 
That they (the Diſſenters) had oppoſ'd and per- 
ſecuted the Conformiſts, in thoſe Parts where their 
Power prevail d, had invaded their Congregations, 
©: propagated their Shim in Places where it had not 
the leaſt Footing formerly; that they were prote- 
Ceed from a Legal Proſecution by a oli proſegui 
in the Caſe of Drogheda. 1 
That they refuſd to take Conforming Apprentices, 
and confin'd Trade among themſelves, excluſive of 
the Conformiſts. 
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Law which was declar'd by the Houſe of Lords to 
be the great Security of the Eitabliſh'd Church, and of 
the Engliſh Intereſt of Treland. : 'Y 
The next Attempt they made azainſt the Leſt was 
during the Government of my Lord Wharton. 
The Diſſenters feem'd more reſolute now than 
ever, to have repeal'd, efpecially when 
from the Throne, 
that they were neither to be perſecuted nor moleſ- 
ted. For they who had all along calld the Teſt Act 
a Perſecution, might reaſonably conclude that Gre- 
viance wou'd be remov'd ; when they were told by the 
Chief Governour, that they were not to be even mo- 
leſted. But to their great Confuſion they were ſoon 
andeciev'd, wben they found upon Tryal that the Houſe 
of Commons wou'd not bear the leaſt Mot ion towards 
it. and afterward when His Excellency declam d ſol- 
emnuly he never intended it, | 
Their Movements to repeal the Teſt being ſt op'd 
this Way; the Managers were obligd to take ſe- 
veral other Ways to come at it: Aud at the Time 
that ſome pretended to ſooth. others threat-n'd even 
the Legiſlature with a View (as muſt be prejſumd) 
that thoſe, whom they cou'd not cajole, might be frigh- 
tend into it. | | 
There happen'd about the Time, when the Project, 
of the Expedient was on Foot, an Excellent Occaſion 
to expreſs their Reſentments againſt this Law: aud 
that was when great Numbers of them refuſ'd the 
Oath of Allegiance, and to oppoſe the Vretender ; in- 
ſiſting upon a Repeal of the leſt Act, as the Con- 
dition of their arming in Defence of their Queen 
and Country. „ 
The Government was not reduc d to ſuch Sreights 
as to ſubmit to that Condition; and the Teit nj 
re- 


it 
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tender until the Latter was driven from our Coaſts; 
% and then one wou'd have thought the hopes of the For- 
F þ mer, wou'd have vaniſh'd with him, 

But it prov'd quite contrary: For thoſe Sons of the 
EFartb, rebounding with Freſh Vigour from their Falls, 
recover'd new Strength and Spirit from every Defeat, 


— 


and the next Attempt was bolder (conſider ing 
: the Circumſtances they were in) than any they had 
5 made before. 

The Caſe was this; The Houſe of Lords of Ireland 


had accuſ'd them to the Queen of Several Illegal 
Practices, weich highly concern'd the Safety of our 
> Conſtitution, both in Church and State: The parti- 
culars of which Charge, were Sum'd up in a Repre- 
* ſentation from the Lords to this Eeffect. 

That they (the D#ſenters) had oppoſ'd and per- 


n 


ſecuted the Conformiſts, in thoſe Parts where their 


Power prevail d, had invaded their Congregations, 
2? propagated their Schiſm in Places where it had not 
the leaſt Footing formerly; that they were prote- 
2 Eed from a Legal Proſecution by .a nol; proſegui 
in the Caſe of Drogheda. _ 

| That they refuſd to take Conforming Apprentices, 
and confin'd Trade among themſelves, exclulive of 
the Conformiſts. : | 

That in their Mega! Aſſemblies they had proſe- 
| cuted and cenſur'd their People for being mar- 
ried according to Law. 


2 


2 


That they had thrown publick and Scandalous 
Reflections upon the Epiſcopal Order, and upon our 
Laws, particularly the Sacramental Teſt. and had miſ- 
apply'd the Royal Bounty of 1200 per Annum, in 
propagating their Schiſm, and undermining the Church; 
and had exercis'd an IMegal InrifditFion in their Preſ- 
2 byteries and Synods. &c. 1 
4 4 
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To The READER. 
Jo this Repreſentation of the Lords, the Diſſen- 
ters remonſtrate in an Addreſs to the Queen. or ra- 
ther an Appeal to their own People, in which, altho 
it is evident they were Conſcious of thoſe Crimes | 

whereof they [toad accuſ'd,as appears by the Evaſions 
they make to this High Charge. Tet even under theſe | 
Circumſt ances (ſuch was their Modeſty) they preſſed f 
for a Repeal of the Teſt Act, by the Modeſt 
Appellation of 4 Grievance. and Odious Mark of |: 
i Jnfamy. &c. Of which more hereafter, | 
There is one Particular in another Addreſs which I 
cannot omit. The Houſe of Lords in their Repre- \ | 
ſentation, had Accuſd one Difſenting Teacher / Par- 
ticular. (well known to be Mr. Io: Boyſe) The Charge ©! 
was in theſe Words. = | 3 | 
Nor has the Legiſlature it ſelf eſcapd the Cen- 
{tre of a Bold Author of their's, who has publiſh'd 2 
in Frint, that the Sacramental Teſt is only an | 
Engine to advance a State Faction, and to debaſe 
Religion, to ſerve baſe and unworthy Purpoſes. {| 
To this Mr. Boyſe anſwers, in an Addreſs tothe | 
Queen inthe Tear 1712, Subſcrib'd only by himſelf, 
aud five more Diſſenting Teachers in theſe Words. 
AS to this Part of their Lordſhips Complaint, ' 
we beg leave to lay before your Majeſty the Wor ds 
of that Author, which are theſe: A 

Nor can we altogether excuſe thoſe, who turn 
the Holy Euchariſt into an Ergine, to advance 
a State Faction, and endeavour to confine the Com- 
mon Table of our Lord, by their Arbitrary Inclo- | : 
fures to a Party; Religion is thereby debas'd to 
ſerve mean and unworthy Purpoſes. We humbly || 
concteve that the Author in that Paſlage, makes || 
no mention of the Legiſlature at all, &c.and we can- |}. 
not omit on this Occaſion, to regret it as the 
Great Unhappineſs of this Kingdom, that Diſſen- 
| | ters 
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ters ſhould now be diſabl'd from concurring in 


the Defence of it, in any Future Exegency and 

Dapger, and ſhou'd have the fame Intamy put up- 

on them with thoſe Iriſh Papiſts. | 
We therefore Humbly hope, that your Majeity 


ſal conſider, how little real Grounds there are 


for thoſe Complaints made by their Lerdſhi/s. 
What a mixture of Impudence and Preuuricat ion 
is this That One Diſtenting Teacher accas'd fo 
his Prince of having cenſur'd the Legiſlature, ſgon'd 
preſume, back'd only by Five more of rhe (ame Qua- 


+ lity, and Profeſſion, to trauſcribe the Guilty Fara- 
graph, and (to ſecure his meaning from all paſſibi— 
lit) of being miſtaken) annex another to it; where- 
in he rails at that very Law for which he in ſo Au- 
2 dacious a Manner Cenſur'd the Queen & Parlta- 
ment. and at the ſame time ſhowd expect to be acquit- 
ted by ber Majeſty, becanje he had not mention'd the 
s word Legillature ; Ti true the word Legillature 7s 
not expreſſ'd in that Paramrapb; bat let Mr. Boyſe 
%%, what other Power but the Legiſlature, con'd 
in this Senſe turn the Holy Encharift into an En- 


gine to advance a State Faction, or confine Offices 


of Truſt, or the Common Table of our Lord by 
their Arbitrary Incloſures to a Party. It is plain 
be can from his Principles intend no others, bat the 
Leg iſla tors of the Sacramental Teſt ; th at the ſame 


time I freely own, that this is a wile Diſcription 


them: For neither hate they by this Law, made 


the Sacramental Teſt an Engine to advance, but ra- 


her to depreſs a State Faction nor have they made 


any Arbitrary Iucloſures, of the Common Table of 
our Lord, ſince as many as pleaſe, may receive 


the Sacrament with vs in ot Churches, and thoſe 


who will not, may freely, as before, receive it in 
their 
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their Seperate "Congregations: nor have they con- 
fin'd either the Euchariſt, or even Plates cf Truſt 
zo a Party; becanſe the Conformiſts are not 4 Par- 
D, but the whole Conſtitution : whilſt our Difſenters 3 
are nor ſo properly the true and real Members of our |” 
Conſtitution, as the Tumours and Excreiceices, which 
deferm, and endanger it: nor in the laſt Place, is 
Religion herely devas'd to ſerve mean and unworthy 
Purpoſes, nor is it any more than all Law-givers do, 
by enjoyningan Oath of Alleziance, aud making that a 
Religions Teſt. For an Oath is an At of Religious 
Worſhip as well as the Euchariſt. , 

Upon the whole, is not this an Inſtance of Pro- 
digious Boldneſs in Jo: Boyle, backd with only 
Five Diſſenting Teachers, thus ta recriminate upon 
the Iriſh Houje of Lords (as they were pleas'd to call 
them in the Title of their Printed Aldreſs) and 
almoſt to inſiſt with Her Majeſty, upon the Repeal ? 
of a Law, which ſhe had ſt ampel with her Royal © 


Authority but a few Years bejere ? 2 
The next Inſtance, of the Reſolution of the Diſ- 
ſenters againſt this Law, is the Attempt they made 
daring the Government of the Duke of Shrewsbury) 
which was carryd on in the following Manner, 
The Parliament of Ireland, upon their firſt meet- 
ing under his Grace; were enzag'd in juch warn 
Debates, which ſpread themſelves through the Na- 
tion, and grew ſo univerſal, that all other Publick | 
and even Private Conſiderations jeemd for a time 
to be quite ſunk in them. Os 
Whilſt our Afairs were in this Poſture: The 
Presbyterians, who never ler ſlip an Opportunity, of 
preſſing upon the Difficulties of the Publick; began 
with greater Reſolutton than ever to renew their 
Attack and in ſuch a Manner, as if they imazin'd, 


that the Government durſt not refuſe their Demands. 
This 


; — — — — — — 2 — 


To The REA DER- 


This attack was made by the whole compaFeJ 
Body, of their Teachers, aud Elders, with 4 For- 
midable Inſtrument, call d a Repreſentation of Griey- 
ances, preſented to his Grace the Duke of S'irews- 
bury. In which after they had revil'd the Leit Act, 
with the ſame Olious Names, aud inſiſted upon the ſame 
Infoleut Arguments for the Repeal thereof, which 
they had former iy offer'd to the Queen; theyexpreſs'd 
themſelves to his Grace: in theſe Words. 

We beg leave to ſay that thoſe Perſons muſt 
be inexcuſable, and chargable, with all the Bad 
Conſequences that may follow, who in ſuch a King- 
dom as this, and at ſuch a Time as this; difable 
ditgrace, and divide Proteſtants, a thing that ougnt 
not to be done at any Time, or in any Place, 
much leſs in this. Sc. 

Is it poſſibie to couceive any thin more Tiſolent 
and provokins, than this humble Supplication of 
the Presbyterians , Ireland to the Government 
to repeal the Veit at their Perils? it is plain 
this is an applicaticn with a Hat in oe Hand, 


Z and a Sword in the other; and that too in the Style 


of the Iriſh King of Ulſter, tothe King of Connaught 
repeal the Teſt- Clauſe or if you don't 

This and all former Projects againſt the Teſt, ſeem 
to have been ſo ill concerted, that it was asealy 
to diſcover, as to prevent them ; their Arguments draws 
from the Danger of Piovoking their Multituccs, 
and of leaving the Centormitis, ro the Power of 
the Papiſts, if Matters came to a Crilis (as they 
expreſſ'd it) were equaily abjurd, as they were 
inſoleut; becauje it 1s manijejt that ſuch a Trea— 
cherous Neutrality, wou'd ute the Conformiſts 
as firmly among themjelves, 4s the Ditenters are 
at this Day; and that nt the former jo united 
ft ood 
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To The READER. 


which they row have by Law; they would be ſupe- 
rior to the force of either, if not of both in con 
federacy. But now it ſeems the Niffenters think 
fit to alter their Meaſures, and taking advant ze 
of the Difficulties of the Publick, reſol vid 70 
break thro the Teſt Act torcihly.1in order to have it re- 
peal'd Legally. which however Prepoſterons it in. 1y ſeum ts 


\ certainly Tue the Presbyterjans "of Uliter who had 17 


fo unaccountable a Manner dein the Service of 
their Queen, 24 Country, uwon the former Ar- 
ray of the Militia (of which more hereatter ) 
are now pleas'd to accept of Cimiffons of An- 
FAy,Cconraryto their own C HEH: 77075 of our Law. 
This ſudden chayve in ticir Principles, and 
Pratice, did at firſt occaſion rrear Speculations ; 
it was conjectur by june, th t the Array of 
the Militia won'd be over within leſs than three 
Months, and that then Thrj: C Bower, ng ht 
lay down without incurring the Penalty of 
n But when it was 9 d in what 
Manner they proceeded in their Returns, of 
Officers it was plain their de 85 was to put 
in, as mam unqualiitied Disenting Officers as 
was poſſible, thut they mist be tideninif'd 
by their Numbers, aud conjequently that the 
Sacramental Teſt aht be repeal d. at once, 
or ſo main that it migbt fall gradually. 
T am not Maſter of rhe whole Proceedings in 
the Enten of Array throuehoiat Uiſter, and 


therfore 2 CON f:31 2 I) 16, 50 IN har WAS: done 


in the Count) of "Antrim, where jeveral Gentle- 
men who were left oat of the Conmiſſion of the 
peace for not qualiH hing themſelves, acted 4s Coth- 


mifſioners of Array. 


ood poſſeſſed of all that Civil and Mititary Power, 
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70 The READER. 


In this County there were five Militia Regi- 
ments raiſd, in four of which, the Pro- 
| portion betwixt the Diſſenting, and Confor- 


ming Olticers, (as returnd by their Commiſſioners 


to the Government) ſtood thus, according to 
| the beſt Information I cn get, and I think 
am pretty ext in this Computation. 

In Collnel Upton's Regiment of Dragoons all 
the Field - Officers and Captains, all the Lieuten- 
auts and Cornets, but three, were Diſſenters. 

In Sr. Robert Adairs Regiment of foot, the 


EN Major and ſeten Captains, ten Lieutenauts and 
4 twelve Enſizns, were Dillenters, 


In Mr. John O Nell's Regiment of foot the 


Major, and ſeven Captains, nine Lieutenants and 


4 ten Enfizns were Dillenters. 


In Mr. Edminſtons Regiment of foot, two 


4 | Feild-Officers, and Eight Captains, Eight Leiu- 
tenauts and ten Enfigns, were alſo Diften- 
ters. | 


It jeems they did not ſucceed ſo well in the 


I other counties of Ulſter, but having compaſjed 


the Point ſo Effetually, in the county of Antrim, 
1755 ſet about a farther Reformation; and this 


in a Manner ſo Violent and Tumultuary, that 
| it's. plain the Diſſenters, have overſhot them- 


ſelves, aud hive alienated the Aﬀetions of 


4 great many Gentlemen, who were inclinable 


l to molliſy the Teſt Act, by giving them an 


andenmimnifying Clauſe, and to quallifty them 


F for Con miſiens in. the Militia; they had 


zo ſconer ebtain'd this majority of Officers in 
the Ccunty) of Antrim, but it ſpread through 
the Cen mon- People, that they ought to ſerve un- 
der no Officers, but thoſe of their own Perſwaſion 


and 
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T, The READER. 


and how effectually this prevaild, the Rea- | 
der will ſee in the laſt Arguemnt, of the en- 
ſuing Treatiſe; to which he is rer d. "0 


OF THE 
SACRAMENTAL TEST 


Stated and Argu'd ; particularly, with 
Relation to the PRESBYTERIANSof 
1 IRELAND, &c. 


| T E Diſſenters of Ireland, being excluded from 


all Offices of Publick Truſt, by their Refuſal 
1 of the Sacramental Teſt ; it may, perhaps, be 
thought unſeaſonable to Publiſh a Treatiſe upon this 
Subject: And J expett to be charg'd by them with the 
2 Folly and Cowardiſe of inſulting the Dead, and tram- 
- pling on thoſe who are down. 
However I may be accuſed in this Manner, by ſuch 
2s have already rais'd the cry of Perſecution, and pre- 
ſume to tax the Legiſlature with Injuſt ice and Ingra- 


ritude, upon account of this Law, yet I hope to be 


| acquitted by all ſober and conſiderate Men. My In- 


tention being to vindicate the Wiſdom and Fuſtice of 


our Parliament, and to offer ſome Religious and 


Political Arguments, to Defend that Excellent Law 
whenever it ſhall be attack'd, 
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This Treatiſe will, T hope, be thought more ne- 
cefiary, when we conlider, how many People are | 
prejudic'd againſt the Teſt, by the Odions Names 
wherewith it hath been blackned by the Factors for 
Presbytery They have call'd it a + National Peſt, an 
* Engine to advance a State Faction, an * Impoſition, 
a Grievance, an Odious Mark of Infamy, and the like. 

Such open and ſcandalous Reflections as theſe, 
do not only abuſe the whole Legiſlature, but 
ſeem calculated to enrage the Diſſenters, and prepare 
them to Redreſs themielves whenever the Gover- 
nours of the Kirk thall direct: And therefore one 
Deſign of this Treatiſe, is to allay that Spirit of = 
Retentment. or at leaſt to give timely Notice to the 
Gaardians of our Conſtitution to beware of it. 'R 

They who conſider the State of the Church of 
Ireland, muſt obſerve, that She is plac'd like an 
Iithmus, betwixt two Raging Seas, of Popery and 
Presbytery : That theſe troubl'd Waters, however 
they may ſeem to ſwell and foam at each other, do 
both beat with Violence againit Her; and that n 
their ſpring Tides of Popular Inundation, they have 
each overflow'd Her in their Turns. Wherefore, it 
is Incumbent upon thoſe whoſe Scituation puts them | 
in a more immediate view of the Danger of Popery, | 
to make Allowances for the juſt Apprehenſions of 
others; who areequally beſet with Presbytery, that 
they may join Hands in a Common Defence of our 
Church; againſt her Enemies on the right Hand and 
on the left. | : L 

It is with ſome Pleaſure, I obſerve Gentlemen 
whodiffer in other Political Opintons, agree _—_ 
ht rally 


+ Vide Animadverſions by Mr. Mc. Bride. * Vide | 
Mr. Boyſe's Sermon, * Vide Several Addreſſes to the 
Queen, by the Diſſenting Teachers of Ireland. 
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WAL the Subordinate Execution of this Power is com- 


32 


rally in this, That the Sacramental Tejt, is by all 
Means to be preſerv'd; However, We may remem- 
ber in what manner, within the compaſs of a few 
Years that Law was attack'd, when the Project of 


2 any Expedient (Mention'd in the Earl of Pembroke's 


Speech) was on Foot; and after, when the Lord 


| Wharton declar'd from the Throne, that the Diſſenters 


of Irelaud were not to be molejted : I fay, we may 
remember, how far thoſe Expreſſions were conſtru'd, 


PF even by Members of the Houſe of Commons, to point 
2 towards a Repeal of that Law. 


We know that Men are variable in their Political 


Opinions, that ſome, who are neither to be Bribd or 
In uited, yet may be abus'd and impos'd upon, 
by the Artifice of others, who are molt to be ſul- 
- pected, when their Profeſſions are moſt ſpecious. And 
2 we have many Inſtances of well deſigning Men, 
who wou'd not go directly to a point, and 


yet have been brought about by Conceſſions, Which 


led them ſo far that it was paſt their Power to re- 


treat. ; 

For my part, as Matters now ſtand, I take a Diſ- 
courie upon this Subject, to be Seaſonable, and of 
publick Concerment; And intend to treat it, as far 


as I'm able, in that Grave and Serious Manner, which 
the Importance of the Matter requires, and to make 
4 Impreſtions, rather upon the Judgments than Paſſions 
of Men. I will therefore firſt State the Caſe of the 
Sicfamental Teſt, in Order to put the following Ar- 


guments into the cleareſt Light I can. 


The STAT Ef the CASE. 
Ade Executive Power both Civil and Military, 
| witain theſe Arugdoms, being, wholy placed in 
- the Prince, it mult be allowed, that they to 


| 
t 
l 
| 
| 
? 
| 
| 
| 
; 
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in this Kingdom who differ in Principles of Religion, | 


” 


(4) 


mitted, are properly his Servants; and conſequently 
that the Nomination of them does of right belong 
to him. | 

It is to bepreſum'd, that the Supreme Magiſtrate 
in the Choice of his Servants, wou'd endeavour to 
prefer thoſe to Offices of Truſt, who are beſt quality'd 
to act for the General Good: but becauſe the Faith- 
ful Diſcharge of ſuch delegated Power does ſo near- 
ly concern the Publick, (the Security of the whole 
Eſtabliſhment entirely depending vpon it rhe Crown 


hath therefore Condeſcended to limit the Preroga- 


tive in that point, by agreeing that certain Qualifi- 


cations ſhall be neceſſary in all Perſons veſted with 
this Truſt: And that only ſuch ſhall be capable there- 


of, as are viſible Members of the Church by La 


4 


Eſta bliſk'd. 


In Order to this, it was neceſſary that there 
ſhou'd be ſome Rule laid down to judge who were, 
and who were not Members of the Church; and 


the Rule was. 


That whereas there are ſeveral SeXs of Chriſtians | 


and Aits of Divine Worſhip, as well from each other | 
as from the Church Eſt abliſh'd. And, whereas there 


i one moſt ſolemn Act of Divine Worſhip, I mean the 


Celebration of the Lords Supper, in which all other © 


Setts differ from the National Church. The Legiſla- 


ture has therefore made that diſtinguiſhing Act, the 


Teſt, to know, who are true Members of that Church, © 


and thereby qualify'd for Places of Truſt and Power 
And accordingly, it has been Enatted, That all Pu- 
blick Officers, Civil and Military, ſhall receive the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper according to the uſage 
of theChurch of Ireland. Some Sets, as Independents, and 


Presbyterians, refuſing to Receive it in the ſame man- 


ner; others as Socinians and Papiſts, either in the 
ſame 


— 


a, 


ſame Manner or Senſe, and laſtly others, as the Quake 


abſolutely refuſing to take it at all. 3 
This being a true State of the Caſe; it is evi- 
dent, The Sacramental Teſt, as intended by our 


Laus, is nothing more than the Rule which the Le- 
giſlature has laid down to diſtinguiſh who are ſound 


Members of that Church which 1s-Eftabliſh'd; and 
conſequently, who according to the Intention of the 
Legiſlature are duely quality'd for Places of Truſt 
and Power, to ſupport that Eſtabliſhment of which 


the Church is a part, 


Having thus far Stated the Caſe of the Sacra- 
mental Teſt ; I am next to ſhew how far it may be 


2 inconſiſtent with the Safety of the Conſtitution, to 
admit Diſſenters into Offices of Fublick Truſt, Civil 
or Military. OS 


ARGUMENT the IR, 


ſuppos'd by the Legiſtature to be a ſound part 


1 * Eſtablith'd Church of every Nation, is 
of the Catholick Church ; and conſequently, 


2 all Religious Sects differing from her, and denying 
Communion with her, are by the fame Power im- 
plicitly preſum'd Erroneous, 


Upon which account, it is the Duty of the Law- 
makers to defend that Church by the moſt prudential 


means that they can deviſe; being oblig'd in Con- 


ſcience to Maintain what they have Eſtabliſh'das found 
and Orthodox, againſt what they have ſuppos'd Erro- 
neous and Corrupt; but they cannot do this effectu- 
ally by making Laws for its ſecurity, ſo long as they 
allow Perſons a ſhare in the Execution of thoſe Laws 

who 


— — - 
pn — 


rr — — 


(G6) 
who cannot in Conſcience execute them, and all Ml - 
Diſſenters being of that Number, it follows that our 
Law-makers arenot only bound in Conſcience to De- | 
fend the Church by wholſome Laws, but even in com- 
mon Prudence to exclude Diſſenters from any Power 
of putting thoſe Laws in Execution, which were 
Deviled for the Churches Defence againſt thole very 
Diſſenters themſelves. 


ARGUMENT the 11d. 


S the Legiſlature ſeems oblig'd inConſcience and 
Prudence to exclude Diſſenters from the cxecu- 
tive Power of our Laws, eſpecially of thoſe 
Laws which directly or indirectly ſupport the Church; 
ſo are all ſuch Diſſenters equally bound to refuſe that 
Executive Power; becauſe, nothing can be conceiv'd 4 
more unreaſonable and abſurd, than that Meg'ſtrete © 
ſhou d accept of Commiſſions to put our Penal Laus 
in Execution, who cannot with a fſaie Conſcicnce | 
obey thoſe Laws themſelves, Which they are to 
ſee executed upon others. If Magiſtrates force Sub- 
jets to ſubmit to Laws, which they themſelves re- 
fuſe to obey, it is plain they are unjuſt and partial 
in their Adminiſtration : And this will appear more 
evident from the Recital of tome Clauſes in our 

Penal Laws. 

There are ſeveral Statutes now in force in this 
Kingdom, for the Security of the Church; of which 
T will mention Two : The firſt made the 24 of 
Elizabeth, in which we have this Clauſe, 

Aud it is ordered and enated by the Authority a- 
foreſaid, That all and every Fut ice of Oyer and De- 
terminer, or Juſtice of Aſſize, ſhall have ful Power 
and Authority in every of their open and general Se ſ- 
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frons, to Enquire, Hear and Determine all and all 
Manner of Offences that ſhall be committed or done 
contrary to any Article contain'd in the preſent At, 
&c. to make proceſs for the Execution of the ſame, as 
they may do againſt any Perſon being Indifted before 
them of Treſpaſs, or lawfully Convitted thereof. 

Now it is to be obſerv'd, That amongſt thoſe 
Offences, not only abſenting from the Church 
on Sundays, or Hhlydays, but the ſpeaking in 
Derogation of, depraving or deſpiſing our Book of 
Common Prayer, is mention'd as puniſhable by the 

#Z Magiſtrates and Juſtices of the Peace, by Vertue of 
14 this AG. 
T4 The Second Ac, is that of the 17th and 18th Car. 
© II. wherein it is enacted, That if any Perſon, who is by 

this Ad diſabled to preach any Letture or Sermon, 
hall during the Time that he ſhall continue, or remain 
3 /o diſabled, preach any Sermon or Lecture; that then 
for every ſuch Offence, the Perſon or Perſons ſo offend- 


ing, ſhall ſuffer three Months impriſoumens in the Coun- 
t Goal, without Bail or Mainprize ; and that any 
o | two Juſtices of the Peace, of any County in this King- 
dom, and the Mayor or other chief Maziſtrate of any 
City and Town Corporate, within the ſame, upon Cer- 
"y tificate from the ordinary of the Place, made to him 
: or them, of the Offence committed, ſhall, and are here- 


b) Required to commit the Perſon or Perſons ſo of- 
fFending to the Goal of the County, City or Town Cor- 
HPorate atcordingly, &c. 2 

Premiſing theſe Laus to be in force, I deſire to know, 
Whether there can be conceiv'd a greater Soleciſm 
and Abſurdity in Government, than to make Diſſenters 
from our Church, Juſtices of the Peace or Magiſt- 
rates of Towns ; who by their Commiſſions accept 
of a Power, to puniſh Subjects for the Violati- 
on of our Penal Laws? which Laws, ſuch Magiſt- 
rates cannot in Conſcience obey themfelyes. As 
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long therefore, as thoſe Laws are in force, it | 
is manifeſt the Diſſenters are oblig'd in Conſcience | 
to refuſe the Executive Power of them; and con- 
fequently, to give them ſuch Power, ſeems to lead 
them into the open Violation of the Law both of 
God and Man: Wherefore, if theſe great Conten- 
ders, for Civil Power, went fairly to work, they 
wou'd firſt procure a Repeal of our Penal Laws, before 
they preſume to put in for a ſhare of the Executive 
Power: There can be no doubt, but that is what they 
principally intend, and wou'd gladly Effect, either 
directly or indirectly ; but the Truth is, they do 
not at preſent ſuppoſe themſelves able to compaſs it, 
until they have arriv'd to a Power of Acting up to- 
their Religious and Political Principles; and then 
they mult pronounce all ſuch Penal Statutes null 
and void, and whatever other Laws they ſhall de- 
clare relative to Religion; And this they may, 
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in Ordine ad ſpiritualia, without conſent of 


the Legiſlature, when ſuch Laws ſhall be judged by 
them, contrary to the Church's Edification, or (in 
the Phraſe of the Kirk) Noiſom, Unrrofitable, not 4. 
greeing with the Times, or abus'd by the People, which 
was the Cafe in Point, in ſeveral Aſſemblies in Scot- 
tand. In That at Glaſcow, Anno 1638, they aboliſh'd 
Eßpiſcopacy, altho' it ſtood then confirm d by many 
Acts of Parliament; particularly, by a Statute e- 
nacted, Ain 1584, Declaring it High Treaſon to 
call in queſtion the Power and Authority of any of 
the Three Eftates, That is, Biſhops, Lords, and 
Commons. Notwithſtanding all which Laws, the 
Kirk, in the Twelfth Seffion of that Aſſembly, did 
condemn by their ſole Authority, what they call'd 
The Six preceding GENERAL ASSEMBLIES, which 
had been legally call'd by the King's Authority : 
And Seſſion 14th, they condemn'd the Service Book, 


J fm. wal kind vo of 


 Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks. 


W 
the Book of Canons and High Commiſſion, and in the 
16th Seſſion enacted by their ſole Authority, Eprſco- 


pacy to be rooted out of that Kirk; tho” it ſtood then 


Eſtabliſh'd by many Acts of Parliament, Frequent 
Inſtances of this Nature, can be given in the ſeveral 
General Aſſemblies held in the Interval, betwixt 38 
and 1649. all Recorded in the Acts of the General 


Aſſemblies of Scotland. 


ARGUMENT the IIId. 


HEN a National Church is ſo unhappy 
as to be turrounded by ſeveral Religious 
Sects, all bound by Principles of Religion as 


well as Policy, to Eſtabliſh their own worſhip, as 
more Pure and Orthodox; it is plain That Church 
is to be equally ſecur'd from them all; becauſe, 


however, one Sect may be leſs corrupt in Doctrine, and 


more tolerable in a State than another; yet it is cer- 


tain, they are all oblig'd to attempt the ſub- 


verſion of the Religion Eſtabliſh'd; each Seft judging 


it to be unſound and corrupt: And in that reſpect, 
they are all to be reputed Enemies, and to be 
provided againſt. [CVT 

The Legiſlature was fully appriꝰ d, that bothPapiſt s 


and Prevbyterians were agreed in an utter Averſion 
do our Church, The one eſteeming her an Hereſy, the 
other an Iniquity eſtabliſd by Law; that altho' 


perhaps either of theſe Sects wou'd choſe to Con- 
form, rather to the Church Eſtabliſh'd, than to 


each other; yet that both were prepar'd to ſub- 


vert her, provided they cou'd Introduce their own 
way of Worſhip; And that then by their avow'd 
Principles and Practices they wou'd Tolerate no 
other Religion in the Nation, but perſecute all as 


Now 


10) 
Now, this being an undeniable Truth, and indeed 
the Foundation of all our Penal Laus, reſpecting Reli- n 
gion, and it being likewiſe certain, that the Eccleſi- 2 
aſtical and the Civil parts of our Conſtitution are fo i. 
interwoven with each other, that the one cannot fall. e- 
without the utmoſt hazard at leaſt, if not Deſtruction I * 
of The other; it follows, that our Law-makers are 
bound by the firſt Principle of Civil Policy (felt 
preſervation) to exclude Diſſenters from any ſhare in 
the Civil Part, ſince they are protets'd Enemies to the 
Ecclefiaſtical. 


ARGUMENT the IVth. 


II is to be conſider'd that Diſſenters are but (what we 
may call) partial or half Subjects, in as much as they * 
refuſe Obedience to ſeveral Laws, which are Fun- 
damental to the whole Conftitution, and plead Con- 
ſcience for ſuch Exemption ; and therefore, it is ab- 
ſurd and unreaſonable that they ſhou'd expect equal 
Advantages from the Crown or Legiſlature, with the 
' Conformiſts, who are univerſal Subjects, and obedi- 
ent to the whole Law. | 2 
his was the Opinion of King James the Firſt, as 
appears by his Speech to thoſe 1ri Lords and Com- 
Mons, Who Petition'd his Majeſty againſt the Lord 
| Chicheſter, then Deputy of Ireland, for Erecting new | 
Corporations in that Kingdom, to ballance the Pop 
Voices In Parliament, | 1 
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OD, ſays the King, who are of a contrary Reli- 
gion, and are but half Subjects, ſhou'd have but 
half Privileges, you have one Eye to me, one way, 
and another to the Pope another way; and ſo, you * 
have your Bodies turned one wa), aud your Souls drawn | 
another way, &c. f 
AN The 


(11) 
The learned Doctor Barlow was of the ſame Cg. 
nion in his Caſe of + Toleration in Matters of Reli- 


* 

gion, where he ſays, As theſe to whom a Connivance 
is granted, i. e. The Diſſenters, have, and may juſtly 
expect Impunity and Exemption from all Penal Suf- 
n ferings. tho they Conform wot to the Way of Worſhip 
re publickly Eſt abliſh'd; ſo, on the other fide, they cannot 
t Nreaſonably expect the Rewards and Encouragements 


n | which a Prince diſtributes to thoſe who chearfully Obey, 
je and give Conformity to the Religion Eſt abliſh'd : For, 
45 Rewards and Puniſhments are the Sepimenta Le- 
Anis, the great Bounds and Hedges to keep Men to their 
Duty and Obedience, to any Law of God or Man; ſo 
! they go together, and are inſeparable, and belong only 
to thoſe who are under Obligations to ſuch Laws, A- 
y greeable to this, was that Political AXIOM of Con- 
- | ftantine the Great. 
„ *« Privilegia quz Contemplatione Religionis indul- 
2 © ta ſunt, Catholice tantum Legis Obſervatoribus 
2} © prodefſe oportet, Hereticos autem & Schiſmaticos 
e © ab iis Privilegits Alienos eſſe Volumus. The Ad- 
wantages which are given upon Account of the true 
1 Religion, ought only to be for the Benefit of ſuch 
} who are Obedient to the Catholick Law; but we 
- 7 exclude Hereticks and Schiſmaticks from ſuch Pri- 
49 wileges. | 
„ I dare venture to affirm, That there can be no In- 
fſtance given in any Chriſtian Kingdom or Republick, 
or indeed in any Civilizd Heathen Nation, where a 
Sett of Men, who are but Partial Subjects, and plead 
. | Exemption from ſeveral Laws, Fundamental to the 
- © Eſtabliſhment of the whole Conſtitution, were ever 
made the Executors of Public Truſt in ſuch a State; 
| C2 | | All 
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+F; 6 * Imperat. Conſt ant. ad Dracil. Lib. de Heret. 
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All Offices, and the Emoluments annex'd to! 


them, being reſerv'd for thoſe on whom the Go- 
vernment might depend for their univerſal Obedi- 


ence to the whole Conſtitution. 


Schiſm in the Church, anſwers Rebellion in the 
State: and wherever the Revolt from either the Civil 
or EccleſiaſticalGovernours firſt begins, it generally is 
convey'd from the one to the other, if not prevented 
by the Abilities of thoſe who are in Places of Pab— 
lick Truſt. 


Men wou'd therefore do well to conſider, whence ': 


pas Nd a, — ek 


— — 


It is that they are inclin'd to be ſo careful and 2ea- 


lous in Affairs purely Civil, and at the ſame Time, 
ſo carelels and ſupine in thoſe of Religion; 
How ſtrange and unaccountable wou'd it ap- 
pear, if under the fame Chriitian Eſtabliſhment Re- 
bellion againſt the State, ſhou'd be made Capital, (as 


it 13; ) and that Rebellion againſt the Church, ſhou d 


be made capable of the Rewards due to univerſal 


Obedience. 


It is moſt certain Men may be miſtaken in their 
Opinions in one Caſe, as well as in the other; And 
muſt Miſtakes in one kind be puniſh'd by Death, and 
Miſtakes in the other, not only forgiven, but indulg'd 
with Rewards due to Obedience? 
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Far be it from me to draw the Parallel ſo near 
and exact, as to enforce the ſame Proceedings in 


both Caſes : I think, a Suſpenſion of Legal Penalties 
ſor a Schiſm, may be conſiſtent with theLaws of God, 
and Rules of Humane Policy; and that all violent 
Perſecutions, ſuch as both Papiſts and Diſſenters have 


rais'd for their Religion, are both Uncharitable and 


Unchriſtian. 


But altho Im not for purſuing Men with Fire and 
3 Sword 
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(13) 
Sword for Opinions in Religion; yet T can never 
reach the Moderation of thoſe who are for encou- 
raging Diſſenters, not only with Impunity, but with 
Capacity of Rewards, with Power and Traſt in that 
Eſtabliſhment which they Contemn, Deſpiſe, and will 
not ſubmit to; And which, we are ſure they are diſ- 
pos'd to undermine and deſtroy, 


It is further to be confider'd, That Schiſm is not 
only apt to produce Rebellion againſt the State, but is 
tixd and laſting, whilſt Civil Rebellion is tranſient, 


and ſoon paſſes away. 


We have frequent Inſtances in our Hiſtories, where 


! Rebellions have been ſuppreſs'd, upon their firſt break- 
ing out, by the Wiſdom and Condutt of the Prince 
and his Miniſters : And it is a known Obſerva- 
tion even in proſperous Rebellion, when the Na- 
tion has been blown up to a univerſal Flame, 
that Such violent Tempeſts fall by degrees into 


2 Calm, and acute Feavers in the Body Politick, 
have an innate Tendency towards their own Cure 
and Redreſs. Now, however this may hold 
generally True in Rebellion againſt the State, we find 


by long Experience, it is not ſo in Schiſm or Religi- 


04s Rebellion: The Root of the former is, as it were, 
on the Surface of the Earth, quickly pull'd up; but the 


latter lies deep, and is paſt the reach of the Civil 


Magiſtrate to Extirpate ; when thoſe Civil Rebellions, 
which have ſprung from it have been quite ſup- 
preſs'd. 

But there ſtil!l remains a farther Evil than all 
this : for Schiſm or Religious Rebellion is not only more 
tix'd and laſting, but it hath (as it were) Banners dil- 


* play'd,to which all Parties of State-Rebells have fled for 


Retuge when they were to work their Ends by in- 
| flaming 
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| flaming the Nation. Look into the Hiftories of theſe | 
| Kingdoms, and you will find, that ever ſince the Re- 
| formation, Schiſm has been the Sanctuary of Rebeli- Þ 
| on; and that Religions and Civil Rebellion have always 
ſhaked Hands upon the leaſt Aſſurance given by the 
latter, or Hopes conceiv'd by the former, of ſubvert- 
Ing the Church. How many black Records are Ex- 
| tant, ſhewing in what Manner the Traytors in the 
former Rebellion fled to the Presbyterians, and were 
| embrac'd by them the Moment they promis'd to En- 
gage In the Cauſe of the Kirk? 
We find in that Fatal Rebellion in 1641, the 
Storm was too Violent to be ſuppreſs'd by the Prince 
or Laws, and rag'd in the Nation, till it naturally |? |} 
tended to its own Redreſs, and had ſpent and waſted it; 
ſelf into Peace: But when that Kebedion dy'd, | 
c 
/ 
c 
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; we fiill found the Grand Parent (or rather 
| Nurſe of it) Presbytery, ſurviv'd, kept its Poſt, diſ- 
play'd its bloody Flag, and was ſtill prepar'd to en- 


: courage any ſecond Revolt againſt the State, pro- d 
| vided the Rebels wou'd take the Umbrage of Re- 

ligion, and liſt themſelves to fight the Lord's Battle J 

(as they Phras'd it) againſt Antichri/tian Prelacy. c 

il 


| This Diſpoſition, we have reaſon to fear is ſtil} |} » 
| in the Kirk; however it may now lye cover'd till ri 
| a proper Occaſion calls it forth; And we cannot but p 
remember, that it has brought forth its proper / 
Fruit in feveral Seaſons, fince the Reſtauration of 8. 
| 


the Royal Family, both in England, Scotland, and I ti 
Ireland. From all theſe Premiſes, I think I may fair- 

ly infer not only that it is unreaſonable to put parti- of 

al Subjects upon a level with univerſal Subjects, in 

but likewiſe, That it is highly dangerous to th 

Truſt Power, in the Hands of thoſe who are in _—_ 1 ol 
| lion I 


(15) 

ion againſt the Church, fince Civil Rebellion does ſo 

naturally ſpring from the Religious; and fince the 
latter is not only more laſting, but is the Sanctuary 

6 1 which the former flies for Refuge upon all Oc- 

I callons. =» ESE tt | | 


| ARGUMENT the Vth. 


THAT the Diſenters muſt hope for, by the 


Repeal of the Leſt and their Admittance in- 


to Offices of Truſt, is, That they may ap- 
proach nearer to a Parity of Power with the Eſta- 
blith'd Church: And this I take to be a moſt dan- 
gerous Experiment to both; becauſe it is plain, 
„ſuch a Ballance of Power muſt reduce them to a State 
of War, and a perpetual ftruggle for Supertority 3 


T3 * * 


conſider the Points in which theſe contending Parties 
differ. a 
Firſt, They differ not only in Circumſtances and 
Things indifferent (as the Diſſenters unfairly and oc- 
caſionally pretend) but in Principles no leſs Funda- 
mental than thoſe of Ordination and Church Goveru- 
| | ment; the Preſlyterians founding them both in Pa- 
| 7 rity; the Eſtabliſh'd Church in Imparity; and both 
- © pretending to ſupport their Doctrines upon the Ba- 
* © {is of Divine Inſtitution ; fo that upon each of their 
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f | Schemes, all Comprehenſion muſt be utterly Imprac- 


| | ticable. . | 
Again, it is reaſonable to believe, That this Scheme 
of Parity inChurch-Government has given the Diſſenters 


in general, ſuch an unhappy Turn againſt Mozarchy, 


that they have ever been ſtrongly difpos'd to reduce 
our Civil Conſtitution to their Eccleſiaſtical Plax of 
Parity: The Tranſition being ſo Natural and LY 

rom 


And this will appear to be unavoidable, when we 


i 
' 
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8 from the one to the other; add to theſe Efential Þ 
Differences in Religion and Policy, the ſtrong Pre-] 
judices the Diſſenters have generally receiv'd againſt Þ 
the Conformiſts, by the unfair Practices of their Teach- 
þ ers, Who hold their People by the baſe Tenure of 
making the Church appear odious and frightful in 
the Diſguiſe they put upon her : And then can any 
] Man ſav, That a Balance of Power, betwixt contend- 
! Ing Parties, of ſuch ditterent Principles, Complecti- 
ons and Tempers, is not a ſure Method to diſtreſs 
both, by Keeping them in a perpetual State of i 
War? N 5 
It plainly appears to me, That each Party would 
be reduc'd to greater Diſtreſs during ſuch a ſtate of 
| Tryal, than either of them could roſifbly be in, under 
a ſtate of Subject ion, provided Perſecution, by Fireand L 
Sword, were not rais'd by the prevailing Party. * 
For theſe Reaſons, I can never agree to ſome Mens 
Expedients of Comprehenſion, or to their Treaties of 
Partition of Civil Power betwixt Diſſenters and Con- 
formiſts. Concluding as before, That a ſtate oi Tryal, 
hetwixt theſe contending Parties, when they apprœach 
tœwards a Parity of Power, is worſe than even a ſtate of 
Subjection wou'd be to either, provided the prevailing 
Party wou'd Treat the reduc'd with that Clemency. 
and Moderation which the Diſſenters of Ireland 0 
ever.  receiv'd from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
Power, = 
But ſarther, it appears evident to a Demonſtra- 
tion, That were the Church and Kirk brought to 
that Ballance of Power, for which the Factors for 
Presbytery do fo earneſtly contend, the Weight mult 
quickly fall into. the Scale of the Kirk. 
For fir/t, it is to be conſider'd, That the Power of 
the Kirk lies in a mixture of Spiritual and Lay Off- 
cers; that Her Ruling Elders have equal Authority 
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| | with Her Teachers, and are as firmly bound to Pro- 

-Þ mote the Government of what they call Chriſt's King- 

t dom of Presbytery. 

- It is farther to be conſider'd, That the Kirk claims 

fan Inherent Power, which ſhe now Exerciſes in this 

Kingdom, (however contrary to Law) to call together 

1M thote mixt Aſſemblies at ſuch Times, and Places, and 

-in ſuch Numbers as ſhe ſhall appoint. Whereas the 

-M Eſtabliſh'd Church acts by Officers purely Spiritual, 

sis limited and circumſcrib'd by our Laws, is impower'd 

to meet Synodically only with the Parliament, and 

is difolvd with them, without preſuming to act in 

d ſuch Intervals. | | 

of ' Such being the different Conditions of the Church 

r and Kirk, with reſpect to their Smodical Bodies, it is | 

d caſy to ſee what prodigious Advantage the latter muſt 1 
hare over the former, ſuppoſing them in a Ballance 

1s of equal Power: when thoſe Syzods, meeting upon 

of all Emergencies, muſt be able to break thro' the diſ- 

ſolv'd and diſperꝰd Body of the Eſtabliſh'd Clergy. 

„ They who conſider the great Influence of the Hder- 

ch. ſhip, and their Manner of working upon the Infir- 

off: mities and Paſſions of the People, may eaſily fee to 

1g) what a miſerable Condition, the weaker and poorer 


ſort of Conformiſts muſt be reduc'd in thoſe parts, 
ve; where theſe Officers are appointed, had the Kirk 
in} once arriv'd to a Parity of Power, and were 
in a Condition to ſcreen and protect theſe Eccleſia- 
a- ſtical Engineers, who are the Sappers and Miners of 

to the very Foundations of our Church, 
or! The Danger will be ſtill more apparent, when 
ah we conſider farther, that theſe Ruling Elders; 
Are an embody'd Force, veſted with a very 
of] ample Commiſſion to act in all the different 
- Diſtricts which are aſſign'd them in each Pariſh ; 
D They 


618) 


They are to enquire into the ſtate of all Fami- 


lies, to make Returns of the behaviour of the 
People to their Presbyteries; And according to their 
Repreſentations, the People muſt ſtand the Fury of 


thoſe Eccleſi aſtical Aſſemblies; inſomuch. that it is 
plain, theſe Officers have not only the Reputations 
of Men in their Power, but even the very Trade and 
Buſineſs of all thoſe whom they ſhall pleaſe to call 
Offenders: And it frequently happens, that the Fin— 
gers of thoſe petty Tyrants are more heavy than 
the Loyns of the Civil Government. 


Now upon the Suppoſition that the Kirk ſtood up- 
on the ſame Foot with the Church, with reſpect to Ci- 


9 
7 


vil and Military Power; Can it be imagin'd but 


theſe Ruling Elders made Magiſtrates of Towns, | 


Juſtice's of the Peace, and Officers in the Army and 


Militia, would countenance all the uſurp'd Power of 
the Elderſhip,in their Illegal Diſcipline audquriſdiction. 
Sod knows, it is no caſy matter for the inferior 

Rank of the Conformiſts, to bear up againſt the Pow- 
er and Artifice of theſe Adventurers, even now, when 
they ſtand excluded from all Offices of Publick Truft : 
But thould we live to ſee the Time when Perſons, 
zealouſly affected to the Church, ſhall be turn'd out of 
Commiſſion, and depriv'd of Civil and Military 
Power, and Factors for the Kirk ſubſtituted in their 
Places: ſhould we in Conſequence of this, feeDiſſenters 
over-run our Corporations, with the ſame ,2nickneſs 
and Dexterity as they did when the Oath of Supre- 
macy was Repeal'd; to what a miſerable Condition 
would the Church Intereſt of Ireland be reduc'd, in a 
few Years ? | 
How ſhort was the time betwixt the Repeal 
of the Oath of Supremacy, and the paſſing the Teſt 
Actꝰ and yet what prodigious Advances did theſe Men 
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make, during that ſhort Interval in which they were 


qualify'd for Offices of Truſt ? The 


(19) 
The Executive Power of the Laws, is the chief 
ſupport that the Confor ming Clergy and Laity have 
in many Parts of V/ſter, againſt the number and 
contederacy of Sectaries; and ſhould the Diſſenters 
come into that Power, or but a ſhare of it, it is too 
Evident what kind of treatment Charch-Men muſt 
expect from them, fince even at this time they 
are ſo daring as to inſult, not only the Eſtabliſh'd 
Clergy ; but likewiſe ſome of the moſt conſiderable 
Perfons of the Nobility and Gentry in that Part of 
tne Kingdom, of which I ſhall have Occaſion to take 
- F farther notice hereafter ; what has been already faid 
upon this Head, is I hope ſufficient to Convince all 
e well-meaning Men of the Danger of admitting Pi- 
» | ſenters into any ſhare of Power, and conſequently of 
the neceſſity of preſerving the Sacramental Teſt. 


ARGUMENT the Vlth. 
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Othing diſcovers the true Spirit of the Presby- 

terians, more than to compare them with 
themſelves, in their different States of Exaltation and 
Deypreſſion; as no Men are more daring than they 
in Power, ſo none are more humble in Subjection and 
tuis Diſpoſition appears throughout the whole Courſe 
of their Affairs, ever ſince the Reformation. 

To riſe no higher than after the Reſtauration of 
the Royal Family, when the Laws of the Kingdoms, 
and the Prerogatives of the Crown began to prevail 
againſt the Power of the Kirk : The Presbyterians 
became fo very modeſt, that a conſiderable Advocate 
of thetrs, Pleads their Cauſe in this manner. 

It ts true indeed (ſays he) we cannot come up in all 
things to their Fudgment, who are over us, as we 
know they could not come up to ours, when we were 
Advanced over them, and as we could not allow them 

| 22 any 
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any Publick Employment or Encouragement, when they 
wou'd not comply with us & our Law Conſtitut ions, ſo 
we cannot expect any Public Employment or Encour ag e- 
ment from them, who cannot cloſe with their Laws 
and Conſtitutions. Vid. Myſteries of Godlineſs. p. 2d. 

One would be apt to think by this Plea, that the 
Pre cbyterians were the moſt reaſonable People in the 
World, their Clamours for the Inherent right of Kirk 
Diſciplin and Government, were now ſunk into a mo— 
deſt requeſt for Libert), to tender Conſciences for leave 
to ſerve God in their own way; But we are to remem- 
ber, that the Cup of Violence which they had 
made the Malignants Drink; was at this time bit- 
ter in their Mouths, that as Juſtice was all they 
then fear'd, Impunity was all they could hope, and 


if we trace then a little further, when the Storm of 
Juſtice was blown over, we ſhall find that upon the 
leaſt hopes or Imaginary Power. theſe Reptiles from 
crawling upon theirBellies,quickly began to get Wings, |: 
and aſſuming the natural Form of their Tranſmutation, |' 


became thoſe very Waſps Hornets, which buzz'd and 


ſtung the People into the Rebellions of Pentland- N 


Hills and Bothwell-Bridze, which if not ſeaſonably 


prevented would have involv d the whole Nation in- z 


to a Second Civil War. 


If we deſcend lower in point of time, and reflect 
upon the temper of the Presbyterians of Ireland he- 
fore the Revolution, when they were Excluded from 
Publick truſt by the Oath of Supremacy, and conſider 4 


them at this time, with that Vigour and Strength 


which they gather'd betu ixt the repeal of that Oath, 


and paſſing the Teſt Act; we ſhould not take them to 


be the ſame, either in Complex1on or Stature, and in 


Order to ſhew this, I will only conſider them in one 


point, which is the mean ſcope of this Argument, and 


that is in the advances they have made in their Eccle- 
ſiaſtical 
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ſtaſtical Juriſdiction, and from this we ſhall 
judge how far it may be ſafe to truſt them with 
Military and Civil Power; who have aflum'd fo much 
of the Eccleſiaſtical, and that too in Oppolition to the 
Laws of the Nation. Wo 

cannot find, that in the interval betwixt the 
Reſtauration and Revolution, the Airk of Ireland 
preſum'd to Exerciſe her Juri:diction openly and avow- 
edly : She then proceeded in fo ſecret a manner, that 
her Synods were thought of no more conlequence 
than her common Meetings for Religious Wor- 


ip, but in a few Years after the late Revolution, ſhe 


began to embody her ſelf in greater numbers. 


The firſt Provincial Synod which was remarkable, 


was (as Iremember) held in Antrim, Anno 1698. 


| |! upon the opening of which, Mr. Ac. Bride their 
_ 2 Moderator Preach'd a Sermon (afterwards Printed 
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at Belfaſt) aſſerting the inherent right of the Nuk, 


to Embody herſelf, and act without the conſent of 
the Civil Magiſtrate; complaint was made ot this, by 
the then Biſhop of Down, and Mr. Mc. Bride was ſent 
for to Dublin, and Reprimanded by the Government, 
What effect this had upon Mc. Bride and his Brethren, 
we may judge from the account which the Reverend 
Arch-Deacon Hamilton gave to the Convocation of 


the Synodical proceedings of the Kirk in 1706. And 
the Reader is referr'd to the Conduct of the Diſſen- 
ters, pag. 85. for the particulars of this Information, 
& where he will find in what manner they. went thro” 


all the Forms of a Regular Juriſdiction, in ſummon- 
ing even Members of Eſtabliſh'd Church, and mak- 
ing Witnefſets Swear according to the Form of 
Scotland, with Hands litt up to God, EFc. 

I had formerly in a Paper call'd True-Blew Presby- 


7 terian Loyalty, mention'd the Behaviour of the Pres- 


bytrians of Scotland in the Reign of K. Fames the 6th. 
and 


Theſe Proceedings muſt end ; their complaints at 


622) 
and Quoted a Sermon Preach'd before the Parlia. 1 
ment of Exglaud in 1588. by Doctor Bancroft, af- 2 
terwards Arch Biſhop of Canterbury, in which di- v 
courſe he affirm'd : That in King James the 1it's. J a 
Minority, certain Numbers of Miniſters, gathering toÞſ t 
themſelves certain Gentlemen, and divers others; did Un 
Erect by their own Authority Eccleſiaſtical Senates e 
who did alter the Laws at pleaſure, without the A- 
probation of King or State. To which very Paragraph, In 
Mr. Me Bride“ anſwers in this manner. I 
* Our firſt REFORMERS from Poe, (Miniſters, t 
Ec.) did indeed aſſemble, not only to worthip God P - 
according to his Revealed Will, but to conſult the 
* beſt ways and means to Deliver themſel ves and-thef 
* deluded Nation from Antichriſtian Ignorance, Idola-F! 7 
try and Tyranny, c. And this they did according 
to the Examples of the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- 
* ſtians, who for 300 Years aſſembl'd, without the con- 
«ſent of the Pagan Magiltrates, as ours did not wait 


2 


the Approbation of Popiſh Powers, all being profcſs'd |; 
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Enemies to the Reformation. I need not, as I con- 
ceive, explain what he intends by Popiſh Powers in“ 
this Reign, oppoſing their Presbyrer:an Government, 
when he ſo plainly inſinuates in what manner the}! 
Presbyterians are oblig'd to erett their Government | 
and Diſcipline, in oppolition to all who ſhall obſtruct 7! 
them, whether Pag aus, Papiſts or Prelatiſts. 1 
Theſe, and the like extravagant claims of the Xirk, 
with reſpe& to her Synodical Juriſdiction, were what y 
fil'd the Mouths of a great many conſiderate Church- 
men of this Kingdom, who plainly fore-ſaw where It 


94 


length reach'd the Houſe of Lords of Ireland, and 
was what principally occaſion'd a Repreſentation to, 
the Queen, in which their Lordſhips make thete Sy-“ 

| nodical | 


7 Vid. Je Black Prelatick Calumny, Þ. 62. 
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nodical Proceedings the mean Article againſt the 
| Presbyterians of Ireland: The Facts wherewith they 
.Þ were charg'd in this Repreſentation, were ſo inconteſt- 
5. able and of ſo high a nature, that one might expect 
% the Kirk would have thrown herſelf at the Queen's 
4Þ mercy, and implor'd their Accufers to be their Inter- 
s, MW ceflors, but inſtead of a juſt and modeft Application 
»-| of this kind; They Addreſs her Majeſty with (what 
h, may be call'd)aRemonftrance againſt theLords, where- 
in they avow their illegal Juriſdiction, and with all 
their weight of Guilt, apply for the Repeal of ſeve- 
ral Laws in the words following, We muſt acknow- 
ledge to your Majeſty, that the Sacramental Teſt, is 
e ſuch a Grievance, as doth in the moſt ſenſible manner 
touch us, and all others of our Perſuaſion, the Clauſe 
 mmpoſing it, hath laid an Odious mark of Infamy upon 
+ at leaſt one half of the Proteſtants of this Kingdom, VC: 
n-} We would have heartily wiſh'd, that greater Le- 
it © nity had been ſhown in preventing many Proſecuti- 
'd |; © ons for meer Non-conformity even in our ſettledCon- 
{| © gregations, ſeveral of our Miniſters and People have 
in © been Proſecuted in the Ecclefiaſtical Courts for this 


. 


3 


© © have been treated in like manner for not takeing the 
nt. © Oath impos'd upon Church-Wardens, contrary to 
ct their Conſciences, Fc. 

Me begg leave on thisOccaſion, to lay before your 
E, © Majeſty as a great Grievance to us, that the Educati- 
it on of our Youths is extreamly diſcourag'd, by our 
being depriv'd in many. Places of the liberty of En- 
e tertaining School-Maſters of our own Profeſſion, not 
to mention Seminaries, the want whereof, oblidges 
d us to ſend our Youth abroad, and even thoſe who 
o teach to Read and Write in Country Pariſhes, are 
- Prohibited and Proſecuted to the great prejudice of 
Children, and diſcouragment of Parents, m_ are 
; Con- 


1 
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Cauſe (id eſt) Marrying contrary to Law, and many 
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* Conſcientiouſly concern'd for their Education, Ec. 
_ © We hope their Lordſhips zeal will exert it ſelf in 


proper meaſures for the Publick ſafety. which we 


* begg leave to ſay, is not in the leaſt endanger'd by 
« Presbytery, &c. 
Good God, what Monſtrous Demands are here, by 
Critinals, not only Accus'd, but even ſelf Con- 
demn'd. 
Firſt a Repeal of the Teſt, by the modeſt Applica- 
tion of a grievance, and a mark of Infamy, c. 


Secondly. that the Eſtabliſh'd Church may be de- 


priv'd of her Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, becauſe ſome 
Presbyterians cannot with a ſafe Conſcience (as they 
pretend) Marry according to Law. 1 

Thirdly, that the Law concerning the Qualifica- 


tion of School-V afters may be Repeal'd, becauſe they 


are Conſcient iouſſy concern'd leaſt their Children 
mould be taught to Read and Write by Confor- 
miſts. Rk 
Fourthly, that her Majeſty may grant them a Roy- 
al Pattent or Charter, for a Seminary or Univerſity 
of Preibyreriars. 5 
After they had Addreſs'd the Queen in this manner, 
it could not be expected but they would perſiſt in 
their Synodical Proceedings, as they afterwards did, 
more reſolutely and avowedly than ever; The Publick 
was Appriz'd of this, by ſeveral Printed Papers, ſhewing 
the dangerous conſequence of their Illegal Juriſdiction, 
in anſwer to all which and to whatever might be 
offer'd upon that Subject, the Dſſenters Publiſh a 
Book Intittled an Hiſtorical Eſſay, upon the Loyalty 


of the Presbyterians, c. in which Voluminous 


Compoſition, moſt of the conſiderable Diſſenters of 
Ireland were concern'd, by their Letters, Certih- 
Cates, Sc. what is there offer'd in anſwer to this 
charge, we find, pag. 492, I muſt o_ 


us plainly they muſt exert their Inherent Right of 


Leaders of the Kirk dare openly, and avowedly declare 
in this manner, that they will Exerciſe their Diſci- 


verment has indulg'd them in the Exerciſe of their 


in Oppoſition to Prelacy, and inſiſt upon a Main- 


(25 ) 

Confeſs ſays the Compiler, ] can ſee noreaſon why the 
' ſame forbearance ought not to be ſhown them (the 
* Presbyterians) in matter of their Diſcipline, as in 
their Worſhip: for in both, the Plea is the ſame, the 
* Presbyterians think that their Worſhip is the pureſt 
and moſt Scriptural, and they have the ſame ſenti- 
* ment of their Diſcipline, they think the Word of 
God, oblidges their Paftors to meet in Colligiate and 
Aſſociate Bodies, for their joynt acting in matters 
© meerly Ecclefraſtical, that they offend God the ſu- 
« pream Legiſlator, if they neglect this Duty, and 
whiiſt they, and their People retain this Principle, 
they muſt act in purſuance of it. 

Here we have this Important Point reſolv'd, and the 
Juriſdiction of the Kirk afferted in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
however, contrary to the Laws of the Kingdom, 
and to the Repreſentation of the Lords; They tell 


Aſſemblng, and acting judicially in Oppoſition to 
all Laws, which are or can be made to Obſtruct their 
Diſpline. 


Is not our Church in à hopeful way, when the 


pline? If Diſſenters are permitted to Tranſgreſs the 
Laws, becauſe their Conſcience tells them they ought, 
what Defence can poſſibly be devis'd againſt Hereticłs 
or Schiſmaticks. | 

Has not our Legiſlature a Conſcience to 
direct them, as well as thoſe Kirk Elders? Is it rea- 
ſonable' for them to Argue, that becauſe the Go- 


Worſhip, they will have the Exerciſe of their 
Diſcipline ? May they not as well proceed to demand 
an Eſtabliſhment of their Jus divinam of Presbytery, 
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tainance for (what they call) a Scriptural Miniſtry, 
inſtead of Anti Scriptural Epiſcopacy. | 
It is to be hop'd, that Gentlemen of the Church, 
will lay this matter a little to heart, & Conſider where 
ſuch Advances will end. + Mr. Boyſe has call'd our Bi- 
ſhops Anti-Scripturals and * Mc. Bride has wiſb'd the 
Legiſlature overrursd, for turning out Presbytery, to 
turn in (as he Phraſes it) another Church Gorvernment 
of their own : Now ſuppoſing theſe Leaders ſhould 
begin to think themſelves able to Exert their Inhe- 
rent Right, and to a& according to their avow'd Prin- 
ciples, may they not, nay muſt they not, with equal 
Reaſon and Modeſty, infiſt upon the Extirpation of 
Epiſcopacy, Root and Branch, as a Plant which God 
hath not Planted, as they formerly did. 
I could Proceed to ſhow what Advances the Preſ- 
byterians of Ireland have made ſince the Revolution, 


in ſeveral other Inſtances, beſides that of their Hnodical 
Juriſdiction, ſuch as the encreaſe of their new erecti- 
ons. by the incurſions they have made into our Con- 


forming Congregations, the ſteps they have taken 


towards Publiſhing the Solemn League and Covenant, | 
in the ſame Volume with their Catechiſm, and their | 
hardineſs in maintaining the Doctrine therein con- 
tain'd, as the Author be fore mention'd, has done in | 
ſcveral parts of his Voluminous Book, but the pro- 
ceedings in their Synods being the principal cauſe of 
all theſe Incroachments upon us, 1 will urge thoſe | 


Points no farther. 


In all my reaſonings upon the Conduct of the 
Presbyterians of Ireland, J have endeavour'd to govern 
my ſelf by one Rule; To watch the general tenden- 
cres of things, and however ſlow their Advances are 
made, ſtill to obſerve where, if that motion continu'd, 


it 
+ Vid. Sermon, the Scriptural Biſhop. * Vid. Ani- 
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Superior in Power, will admit of no Reſtraint. 


(27) 
it muſt neceſſarily end. And when I conſider all theſe 
Advances which have been made by the Embodied 
Forces of the Kirk, I cannot but conclude, 
that they will end as formerly in the Ruin of our 
Church, if not interrupted in this Progreſlive 
Motion. 

It is evident, that all the Springs and Wheels in 
their Eccleſiaſtical Machines are at Work, towards 
erecting the Diſcipline of the Ark, upon the Ruins of 
the Church, and that nothing has retarded that Mo- 
tion, but the Sacramental Teſt, and in truth it is 
much to be doubted whether that will ſtop them, 
conſidering the bold Advances they have hitherto 
made; And therefore we may Argue a Fortiori, if the 
Presbyteriansof Trel and have been ſo active, and made 
{ſuch large Strides, when clogg'd with a dead weight 


of this Law which excludes them from Civil & Milit an 
Power, with what vigour will they Spring upon the 
Church were that Law Repeal'd; and were thefe Inva- 
ders Arm'd with the two eddg'd Sword of Civil and 


Military Power, I Vill clofe this Argument with 


one obſervation. which I believe will be ſound to hold 


generally true. 


Pliny obſerves, that the Lyon however Wild by 


Nature, may be made ſo Tame and Familiar, that 
he will Lick a Mans Hand, but if his rough Tongue 


chance to draw Blood, he is fo raviſh'd with the 


| Taſte, that he grows Outragious and Ungovernabte, 


and 1s apt to ſeiſe his Keepers; In like manner, the 


Presbyterians however Sullen and Perverſe by Na- 


ture or Education, may by Proper Means be made 
lo Tractable and Submiſſive, that they wilt Lick and 
Fawn upon their Maſter, but if they inſinuate ſo far 
as to Taſte of the ſweet Power, they will not only 
turn upon their Maſters, but if they find themſetves 
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ARGUMENT the VIIIth. 


HEN I conſider the inconſiſtent Behaviour 

of the Presbyterians of Ireland, within the 

_ compaſs of a few Years, and that too, in 
matters of the laſt Conſequence 3; I muſt con- 
clude (however zealous they may appear at this time 
in the Service of the Publick) that the Government 
cannot depend upon them. To prove this, I will 
ſnew their behaviour towards the Pretender upon 
his 1ſt. and 2d. Invaſion, and from this Compari- 
ſon we ſhall be able to Judge how uncertain - and 


Occaſional their Loyalty has been, and conſequently 


how Dangerous it may be to truſt them with Civil 
and Military Power. 


As. to their Behaviour with regard to the 


Queen, and the Pretender upon his iſt. Invaſion j 
I might refer the Reader to what I have ſaid in 
the Conduct of the Diſſenters: But being willing to 


recall ſome Paſſages there mention'd into his Mind, | 
and having ſomerhing new to ofter upon that Head, | 
Iwill Contract the whole into a narrow Compals, | 
and put it in a different View, in Order to which, | 
I defire the Factors for Presbytery, to aniwer the | 
all founded upon undenlable | 
Facts, which I am perſwaded they have not the 


following Queries, 


hardineſs to contradict. 


Firſt, How came it to paſs, that the Diſſenters | 


of Ulſter about the time of the firſt Invaſion of the 
Pretender; AddreſSd the late Quęen from a Provincial 
Synod, in 1708. and told Her Majeſty, that both the 
Gentlemen and People of their Perſuaſion, were 


depriv'd of ſerving Her Majeſty and their County. 
to which they 


when it was manifeſt that the Te/? 


refer'd, did neither Deprive their common People 
| from 
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from ſerving as Private Men, nor their Gentlemen 
as Voluntiers. 
Secondly, To what end were their common People 
influenc'd, to refuſe Arms to Oppoſe him, and con- 
ſequently had his Attempt ſucceeded then, as was 
expected, were reſolv'd to leave the Confor miſts to 
try their Power with the Papijis, whom they had 
Declar'd in their Addreſs to the Queen to be fo 
much Superior in Number to the Conformiſts. 
Thirdly, With what Vizw did the Presbyterians 
about the fame time Publiſh thro” theNation that Exe- 
| crable Paper call d the Parallel, the main Deſign of 
' which, was to perſuade the Diſſenters, no< to join 
with the Conformiſts againſt the Papiſts if matters 
came to a Crifts, becauſe as they ſaid, The Papiſts 
aud they had been made Parallels, and were join'd in 
: the fame Claſs of Perſecution, to Explain which 
7 notable Advice, Mr. Me. Bride, the Non Juring 
| Teacher of Belfaſt in his Paper call d Fet-Black 
Prelarick Calumny, Publiſh'd in 1713. tells the 
Conformiſts, p. 148. That ſeeing they had Enhanſed 
all Truſt, Profit and Honour, they might do their beſt to 
Maintain and Defend it without the Diſſenters of 
Ireland, who if they be Wiſe will not be Gibeonites, 
only Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water to the 
> | Prielts. And again, p. 151. That ſeeing the greateſt 
> || Part of the Proteſtants of Ireland were Diſſenters 
From the Eſtabliſh'd Church, it might eaſily fall a Prey 
to the Papiſts. 
> | Agrecable to all this, it is very obſeryable, that in 
their Adreſs to the Queen, in anſwer to the Repre- 
- | ſentation of the Houſe of Lords of Ireland, they 
tell Her Majeſty that the Papr/ts of Ireland bear 
the Proportion of Sixteen to One to the Conformiſts, 
the direct and neceflary conſequence of which abturd 
compu- 
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us ſee what Influence they had upon the People, 
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Computation, is this, that if the Sum Total of the 
Souls of Ireland be 1200090. which is more by 
100OcO than was computed by Sr. Wiltam Petty 
in the Year 1676. Then by the known Rules of 
Political Arithmetick, they tell the Papiſts, 
(after aſſuring them of their Neutrality) that they can 
raiſe a Body of 230000 Fighting Men betwixt 16 and 
60, whereas the Conformiſts can ratie but a handful 
of 14coo to Oppoſe them. 

Such previous Diſpoſitions as theſe, being 
concerted by Presbyterian Teachers and Elders, let 
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{ 
and here, I think it can be no ſecret to this Gene- 7 
ration to ſay, that they were ſpread thro' the whole 1 
Body, in direct Oppoſition to all their Clamours | / 
and Fears of Popery and the Pretender, for tne Þ 7 
Proof of which, take what Mr Waring of Waringſtown || | 
fays in his Letter to a Friend, formerly Pub- 
lih'd by his own Permiſſion. 


et 36. R r 


— — — — | 
SIR, 


Hat I may fulfil your Deſire, by giving you An |} © 
Account, how the Ditfenters in my Netgbour- | 

bood behaved themſelves, when we were threat- | 1 
yd with an Invaſion of the Pretender. Be pleaſed ro || 
know, that upon an Alarm given of his being Landed | | 
near Derry, none were mor? Zealous and Ready in || ' 
fetting Watch and keeping Guard, than they, to Pre- | | 
vent fuch Diſorders as might happen at that time, by 
Il Deſigning Perſons, paſſing throus h and Diſturbing 
The Peace of the Country. | 
But when the Government thought fit to have the 
Kingdom Array'd, and ſent Commiſhoners into theſe 
Parts, ſometime after it apprear'd, that the Dillen- 
| "a 
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ters had by that time been otherwiſe inſtructed, 
or ſeveral who were jo forward before, behaved them- 


ſelves after 4 very different manner, ſome refuſing, 


and others with Reluct ancy appearing upon the Array 
to be Iuliſt ed and ſerve in the Militia, | 
This Behaviour ſurpriz'd me ſo much, that I took 
Occaſion to Diſcourſe ſeveral of them, over whom J 
thought I had as much Influence as any other Perſon, 
and found them upon the common Argument of having 
their Hands ty'd up by alate Art of Parliament, EFc. 
Whereupon I took tome pains to ſhew the Act to 
chem, and wherein they were miſtaken. I further 
preſt their concurrence with as, in procuring the com- 
mon Peace and Securityof our Country, And tho they 


ſeewd Convinc'd by what I ſaid, yet I was given to 


underſtand their Behaviour was according to the Senti- 
ments of ſome Perſous, whom they thought themſelves 
ollig'd to obſerve, or be directed by. &c. 

Thus far in general touching the Behaviour of the 


Diſſenters upon this Occaſion, give me leave to de- 


ſcend to one particular Fact, reſpecting a Perſon, 
whom I may venture to ſay, takes himſelf to be and 
actually is the Great-Director of the Presbyteri aus of 
Ulſter ; I mean Mr. Clotworthy Upton. 

When the late Queen, had commanded Her Pro- 


teſtant Subjects to be Array'd upon the firſt Invaſion 
| of the Pretender, It was given out and generally 


believ'd, that this Gentleman had declar'd he would 
neither take up Arms himſelf, or Adviſe thoſe of 
his own Perſuaſion, this it ſeems had taken wind, 
and ſpread thro' the whole Country, upon which 
Mr. Upton thought fit to juſtify himſelf, and 
this Rumour a in Letter Dated, February the 14th. 
1712-13. Printed and Publiſh'd in Belfaſt, where- 
in he owns the charge in the following Words. 


Lame 


1 
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Some of my Tenants (ſays he) came to me, and told 
me they were Summon'd to appear the next Day at 
the Array at Belfaſt, and defired me to know what 
they ſhould do, my Anſwer was, if they were Summon'd 
they ought ro appear, but for Directions, what they 
ſhould do when there, I would give none, &c. Now I 
| will give yon the Reaſon why did not adviſe them, 
| CC. viz. That every Private Centinal, and every Mi- 
litia Man by that Law, i. e. The Sacramental leſt 
Clauſe, ig oblig'd to take the Sacrament according to 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of Ireland, 
the reaſon of my Opinion is, becauſe Centinels of the 13 
Militia have that great truſt repoſed in them, of be- | 
ins the Preſervation of the Garriſ-m and Camp, &c, | © 
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Therefore I did not give my advice, RC. Sy 
In another Part of this Letter, he expoſtulates | 
farther upon this Point, and deſires to know : By | © 
what Law could any Max be compelld to Inliſt in the | d 
Militia? What Law empower'd the Commiſſioners of F 
Array, to preſs the Oaths npon all that were Summon'd | s 


upon that Occaſion * By what Law could the Refuſers | 
be ſent to Goal? Aud again, if my Obedience to the | b 
Law happers to promote the Pretenders Intereſt, t 
he (1. e. the Perſon who accus'd him) refletts upon the | 

Legiſlature that made ſuch a Law, whereby Men are P 
mvoly d in juch Difficulties, &c. 


WhatEminent Lawyer amongſt us, could Determine 
more Peremptorily upon Points of Law than this I 7 
Orator, eſpecially in that Part of his Letter, where he 
juſtifies his Drinking anHealth to ourSovereign Lords 
the People: His words are theſe, It was the People made I tf 
King Williem Kirg, and bythe ſame Act Queen Ann 
Lueen ; Therefore I Drank to our Sovereign Lords || & 
the People, as the Original under God of Government, 


| 
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1 may take another Occaſion of Animadverting 
vpon this Heroick Epiſtle Printed and Publich d 


at Belfaſt, and inſerted in a Book calFd an Hiſtorical 


EBay upon the Loyalty of the Presbyterians, p. 467. &c. 
But will only obſerve here that this Letter-writer 
ſcems to allow the neceſſity which our Conſtitution & 


the Proteſtant Intereſt lay under of taking up Arms, 


when at the ſame time he and his Tenants refus'd, and 
when almoſt the whole Body of the Diſſenters of 
UVl/ter follow'd their example. 4 
Such was the Behaviour of theſe untainted Loy- 
aliſts upon the former Invation of the Pretender, 
let us now obferve the skip they have made from 
one extream to the other, at leaſt in Expreſſions 


and Appearances, 
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We may obferve thoſe very Perſons, who up- 


| on the firſt Invaſion refus'd to let their Common Peo- 
ple take Arms in Defence of their Queen & Country; 


Now animating their Gentlemen to act as Commiſ- 


ſioners of Array, and Officers in the Militia and Ar- 


my, contrary to their own Conſtruction of our Laws, 
as if their Demands, which could not be obtain'd 


by refuſing Arms then, were now to be anſwer'd by 


their condefcenCing to take them. | 
We now fee thoſe Teachers, who prevaild upon their 
People, neither to take Arms, or Oaths to the 


Queen, Riding as General-Officers' of the Kirk-Mz- 


litant, fome of them in Arms at the Head of their 
reſpe tive Congregations, and even hindring their 
Proteſt aut Conforming Brethren to mix with them, 
in Order to diſtinguiſh! their Zeal and Numbers, 
and others pteffing the Commiſſioners to Inlift 
them as Voluntiers; And Even Mr, Upton, who 
neither would take Arms himſelf, nor adviſe his 
Sovereign Lords the People, do's now think it ad- 
viſeable to accept of a r againſt Law, = 
as 
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has preſs'd the Government for the Command of a 
Regiment of Militia Dragoons, as if the Pretender 
upon his firſt Invaſion, was not to be reliſted before a 
Price was laid upon his Head, or as if the ſame Law 
was not in Force then, 2s now, and that the late 
Queen had not the ſame Title to his Allegiance 
which his Preſent Majeſty has. 

It is readily allow'd, that this change of the 
Diſſenters, happens to be towards the Right, but 
ſtill Wiſe Men muſt ſuſpect ſuch ſudden Starts from 
one extream to another, one Day they tell us 


their Hands are ty'd, and their Swords are pad- 


lock'd, the next Day as their Strength returns, theſe 
Sampſons are for twiſting off thoſe Wyths with which 
they are Bound, without waiting to have them unty'd, 
and are for breaking open their Pad-Locks without 
expecting the Ceremony of a Key, and what is 
more extraordinary, they are for building their de- 


mands of a Legal Repeal of the Teſt Act, upon their | 


merit of firſt violating that Law, under Pretence of 
being the King's beſt friends. | 
There was not a ſingle Officer of the Militia in the 
Queen's time, who did not Abjure the Pretender, 
and with the greateſt chearfulneſs take up Arms againſt 
him, and muſt the Diſſenters who would not op- 
poſe him, and who ayowedly countenanc'd their 
Teachers who would not Abjure him, pretend to 
luperſede the Confor miſts at this time, and take 


Arms out of their hands becauſe theſe Occaſional Loy- 
aliſts tell us, they reſolve to act contrary to their 


former Principles and Profeſſi ons. + 3 
Who but Mr. Upron would ſay that Diſſenters act- 
ing in the Militia either as Private Men or Yolantiers, 


were liable to the Penalty of the Teſt- Clauſe, or that the 


Crown who always countenanc'd the Inliſting of Preſ- 
r byterians 
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| byterians in the ſtanding Army as well as Militia, did 
intend to betray thoſe honeſt Men into the Violati- 
on of that Law, and to expoſe them to the Penalty 
thereof, when the Sacramental Teſt was never yet 
 requir'd from any one of them. 

But to preſs this Argument a little farther, 
it is to be conſider'd that the Common People 
are wholly govern'd by their Kirk Teachers and 
Elders, than whom I am perſwaded there never were 
a ſett of Men veſted with greater Power and with leſs 
capacity of uſing it, either for the Advantage of them- 
ſelves or the Publick, and this is u hat has frequently 

run theſe Nations into Difficulties and brought ſuck 
jaſt and frequent Chaſtiſements upon themſelves. 
Ihe force of this Confederacy is ſo united, and ſo 
little to be controul'd by any other Power, that Iam 
perſwaded, were all the Presbyterians of Ireland ar- 
ray'd and in Arms, one Synodical decree would 
direct the Movements of their Military bodies more 
than all the Commands of Lawful Authority, 


Frequent inſtances can be given of this Arbi- 
| trary Power of Kirk Officers, when in a condition to aſ- 
ſert their Inherent Right, they have in many Inſtances 
cverul'd Acts of Parliament and the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, and have in effect rais'd, and diſ- 
banded Armies contrary to the Anthority of both, 
and this appears from ſeveral Acts of the General 
Aſſemblies of the Kirk of Scotland, betwixt 38. and 
49. when ſhe had arrivd to a Plenitude of Power, nor 
do we want Inſtances of this kind even from the Re- 
cords of the Kirk of Ireland, which ſhew us in what 
manner the Lord of Ards, who had rais'd Forces 
in V/ſzer by a Commiſſion from K. Ch. the 24. was op- 
pos'd, by the Presbytery at Bangor, who enjoin their 

VV People 


on 


— 


(36) 
People neither to Lit with him, or to aſſiſt the Roy- 
al Army with Money or Victuals; For the truth of 
which Fact, the Reader is referr'd to the Declara- 
tion of Bangor, Publiſh'd in a Paper call'd, Truc- 
Blew Presbyterian Loyalty, | 

Nor are we to admire that the Kirk in Power 
ſhould act in this Arbitrary manner, who has ſo fre- 
quently maintian'd the two following Poſitions. 

Hirſt, That Dominion is founded in Presbyrery, 
1. e. That the right of Dominion in the Prince, 
and the Duty of Allegiance in his Presbyterian Sub- 
* kts are founded upon the King's being a Protetior 
and Maintainer of what they call the true Religi— 
on, that is of Presbytery. 

Second, That the afſemblies of the Kirk have Au— 
* thority to pronounce upon the lawtulneſs of War 


KE Peace, inſomuch that altho' both the King & Par- 


liament ſhould declare any War lawful and neceſ- 
: lary, yet the Kirk by her Inherent Right, can inter- 
* pote and declarefuch Military Engagements unlau- 


* ful, And procced even to Excommunicate all Offi- 


* cers or Soldiers who thall preſume to take up Arms 
*and Act by Command of the Prince, contrary to 
the Opinion of the Kirk. 

The Firſt of theſe dangerous Poſitions, I have 
fully prov'd, in a Book Publiſh'd Anno, 1713. Writ- 
ten profeſſedly upon that Subject, Entitul'd, A ſeaſona- 
ble Enquiry into that dangerous Political Principle of 
the Kirk in Power, &c. 

The Second Poſition, is ſo Evident from ſeveral 
Acts of the General Aſſemblies of Scotland, that 1 


am ready. to prove it, when ever any Advocate of 


their K:rk ſhall think it ſeaſonable to Deny it, but 
Lam perſwaded none will, ſince the Author of the Eſſay 
upon the Loyalty of the Presbyterians before-mention'd, 
has thought fit to Prevaricate in ſo gro:s a manner as 


do 
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to deny this charge, when at the fame time, he proves 
it fo fully from Acts of Genera] Aﬀemblies of the Kirk 
of Scotland, this. I may have Occaſion to ſhew here- 
after, and in the mean time, muſt earneſtly entreat the 
Reader to ſee, in what an Amazing and Inſolent man- 
ner this Author Argues this Point, and aflerts the 
Subſtance of this Pofition from p. 227, to p. 238. 

Now putting all theſe Circumſtances together, 
viz, The inconfiſtency of the proceedings of the 
Presbyterians of Ireland, the Arbitrary Power of the 
Teachers and Elders acting in Presbyteries and H- 
ads, and the dangerous Political Principles by 
which theſe unskilful Pilots have ſteer'd the People: 
| How can the Legiſlature or Government ſafely truſt 


| theſe Adventurers with C:viland Military Power ? 


ARGUMENT T the IXth. 


TT is to be Conſider'd, that Offices of Publicks 
4 Truſt, and the Emoluments annext to them, are by: 
Intention of the Legi/lature the Legal Properties of 
the Confor miſts; The Oath of Supremacy made in the 
24. of Elizabeth, ſecur'd that Property to them before 
the Revolution, as the Sacramental Teſt has done 
 lince, and therefore I defire to know what: they 
| have done to forteit any ſhare of that Proper- 
ty, or rather with what aflurance the Preshterians 
of Ireland can expect, they ſhould give it up to 
them. ; 
Did ever any Sett of Diſſenters from an Eſtabliſh'd: 
Church except themſelves, make ſuch Demands,or did 


they when in Power allow any ſhare of Public Truſt, or 


Profit to thoſe whom they were pleas d to call Ma- 


lignants, (of whicn more in the enſueing Argument) 
are not their Liberties and Proper cics equally ſecur d 


do 


| | 
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to them as to the Conformiſts? And are they not In. 
dulg d not only with the free Everci e of their Religi- 
ous Worſhip but even of their Eccleſiaſtical Diſci- 
ine in the greateſt Latitude ? 
If we Conſider the Laws, as they now ſtand with 
reſpect to them and the Papi/ts, we ſhall find them 
denied nothing, but the Guardianſhip of our Conſti— 


tution; they have no Difficulties laid upon them in 


their Settlements, Purchaſes, or Inter-Marriages ; 
they are not excluded from any Cities, or Towns 
Corporate, or hindred the uſe of Horſes and Arms, 
their Teachers are not Prohibited from coming 
into this Kingdom, upon pain of High-Treajon nor is 
their ſeducing theConformiſts mide a Premunire,Pres- 


byterian Parents may ſend their Children to Foreign 


Parts, and they are capable not only of purchaſing 


Leaſes for more than 31 Years, but of Free-hold 1 
Eſtates, and even Advowſans to Eccleſiaſtical Bene- | 


fices, There is no Registry taken of their Teachers 
nor any ſecurity requir'd for their Peaceable Beha- 
viour; under all which legal Reſtraints the Papiſts 
of Ireland ſtand at this Day, fy 
Now from all this, it appears upon a fair and Im- 
partial View of the Conditions of the Church, and 
Kirk of Ireland, that the latter is in ſome reſpects 


upon a better Foot, than the former, particularly 


in the Point of her Synodical Furiſdiction, which the 
now Excerciſes in this Kingdom, independent of the 


Civil Magiſtrate; whilſt the Church deriving that | 


Power from the Crown is call'd Synodrically only with 
every Parliament, and has always acquieſced, when 
the Prince has not thought fir to Embody her Cler- 
gy by Provincial Writts. 

But it ſeems all theſe Diſtinguiſhing Indulgences 
will not ſatisfie the Presbyteriaus of Ireland, they 
will compound for nothing leſs than the Guardian- 


ſhip. 


9 

ſhip of that Conſtitution, to which they will not 
ſubmit, the Execution of thoſe Laws, which they 
will not obey, and the profits ariſing from Offices of 


Publick Truſt, which are the legal Property of the 
Conformiſt s, 


ARGUMEN T. the Xth: 


of the Kirk, will find that ſhe has ever acted 
by one Fundamental Maxim of Policy, when 
(ia her own Phraſe) ſhe arriv'd to a poſſibility ts 
perform as Circumſtances concur ; And that maxim is 
to give no Toleration to any other Sect of Chriſtians, 
but to Perſecute them either as Hereticks, or Schiſ- 
 Þ maticks, and to exclude all Perſons from Publick 
| | Truſt, who will not take ſuch Teſts, as ſhe ſhall impoſe. 
i I will give a few Inſtances of their Proceed- 
 þ ings in this reſpect, and they ſhall be only ſuch as 
- | expreſs the ſenſe of their collected Bodies. 
In the Letter from Sion Colledge, directed to the 
Aſſembly of Divines, fitting at Weſtminſter (and Dat- 
ed 1645.) Subſcrib'd by a Body of Presbyterian Mi- 
| þ ziſters, they offer the enſuing Reaſons, againſt the 
> | Toleration of Independency in their Churches. 
' | Firſt ſay they becauſe no Toleration has hitherts 
been Eſtabliſhed, for any thing we know in any Chriſ- 
tian ſtate by the Civil Magiſtrate ; 
Secondly, Some of them have Solemnuly Profeſsd 
| | that They cannot ſuffer Presbytery. | 
| Thirdly, to grant Them, and not to other SeFaries, 
Kc. would be counted Injuſtice and great Partial- 
ty, and to grant it to all, will ſcarce be clear'd from. 
great Impiety. 8 
' © Fourthly, Independency is a Schiſm, now we Fudge 


T who are acquainted with the Hiſtory 


that no Schiſm is to be Tolerated in the Church. x | 
Cor. 1. 10. 2 Fifthly, | 
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- Fifthly, many Miſchiefs will Inevitably follow upor 
this Toleration, viz. cauſleſs, and unjuſt Revolts from 
the Mixiſtiy, bitter heart-burnings will be foment- 
ed amongſt Brethren ; the Godly, Painful and Ortho- 
dox Miniſters will be deſpisd, the whole cauſe of 
Religion in Private Families will be undermined, 
Reciprocal duties betwixt neareſt Relations will be 
violated, all other Sects and Hereſies will be encour- 
aged, and ſhelter themſelves under the wings of Inde- 
pendency, and the whole Church of England will in 
a ſhort. time be fwallow'd up in Confuſion. 
In their Harmonious' Addreſs Sign'd by Eighty 
Four Miniſters, They Affirm ; That Toleration, 
is putting a Sword in a Mad Man's hand, a 
Cup of Poijon into the hand of a Child, a Letting 
looſe of Mad: Men with Firebrands in their hands. k 


appoixt ig 'a City of Refuge in Men's Conſciences for | 


the Devil to y ta, a Proclaiming of Liberty for 
Holte ta. come into Chriſt's Fold to Prey upon the 
)) 1: | 


Thus far with Regard to the Engliſh Presbyte- | 
rians, You are Next to take the Senſe of the Scotch 


Presbyterians from Publick Acts of Their General 
Aſſemblies; 5 

In the Exhortation of the Kirk to their 
Brethren of England uh the 28th. 1648. They ſay, 
The Sin of both (ie) Engliſh and Scotch, Pe- 
parting from the Ru'e of the Covenant, for as Scot- 
Rid: did roomuch conmue at and comply with Malig- 


nants, which is the Immediate and near cauſt'of all 


aur Troubles; So England, did Connive at many 
abominable Blaſphemies, and Errors, and in comply- 


ing mith Sectaries, give way to their wicked Tolen ation. 


In a Second Declaration of the Kirk to the Bre- 
thren in England, they ſay; Nevertheleſs we are ſen- 
ſible of the Imminent Danger, by the growing of moſt 


dangerous 
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dangerous Errors in England, and that which is call'd 
Liberty of Conſcience, being indeed Liberty of Error, 
Scandal, Schiſm, Hereſie, diſhonouring of God, op- 
poſing the Truth, hindering Reformation, ſeducing o- 
thers, &c. | | 

This Political Principle of the Kirk, is fo evident, 
that ſhe has inſerted It, in her Catechiſm, where ſhe 
profeſſedly declares; That even Tolerating a falſe Re- 
lizion is one of the Sins forbidden by the 2d. Command, I 
hope our Diſſenters will not pretend, that the Poſiti- 
ons contained therein, are grown obſolete; we find 
no Marginal Note there, to limit this expoſition of 
the 2d. Command, and therefore wy reaſonably 
preſume that all they, who from their Infancy, have 
imbib'd a Doctrine that even the Toleration of 
' Epiſcopacy is a Sin, will be prepar'd to reduce it 


| to Practice, when they arrive to a competent 


power; and this we may expect from the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of the Kirk of Scotlan!, who Ad- 
dreſsd againſt granting a legal Toleration to 


Ithoſe of the Epiſcopa/ Communion, becauſe as 


they ſaid it was Eſtabliſping Iniquity by Law. 

Agreeable to this receiv'd Doctrine of the Kirk 
Mr. Walter Steward in his Treatiſe call'd Collections 
concerning the Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government 
' of the Church of Scotland; a Book of the great- 
| eſt conſequence of any publiſh'd by them ſince the 
Revolution, Printed in Scotland, Anno, 1709. 
tells us, p. 201. That Presbytery is Eſt abliſh'd in 
Scotland by the 3d. Act of Parliament, 1689. And 


by the zu. Ad of the 1ſt. Seffion of Queen Ann's | 


Parliament, It is Statuted and Declar'd High-Treaſon, 
to Duarrel, Impugn, or endeavour by Writing, Mali- 
cious and advis'd „rA, or other tpen Alt or Deed, 
fo alter er innovate the _ of right or any 3 
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thereof, which Ad 1s as a hedge about the Revolution 


Eſtabliſhment. And after the ſame was Voted and 
Enatted, never durſt any preſume to offer an At or 


Overture towards a Toleration of Prelacy. 
In the Declaration of Exgland and Scotland, Fan. 


the 3oth. 1643. They ſay, We now give Publick 
warning to all Neuters, to reſt no longer npon their 


Neutrality, but that they Addreſs themſelves ſpeedi- 


ly to take the Covenant, otherwiſe we do declare, 
© that they are to be Szntenc'd as profeſs'd Adverſa- 
«ries and Malignants : And fo exceſſive ſevere and ex- 
act was the Kirk of Scotland, in impoting that Reli- 
gious Teſt, the Covenant, that 1 find ſeveral Synodical 


Acts, made for the Rigorous exaction thereof, as the 


Act for cenſuring ſpeakers againſt the Covenant, the 
Act obliging all Students at their Entrance into Col- 
ledzes, to take the Covenant. &c. : 

In the warning given by the Kirk of Scotland, 
after the Death of King Charles the 1ſt. They ſay, 
as the Parliament have begun, ſo we hope they continue, 
to purge out all thoſe from Irtuft, that are not of known 
Integrity and Affection to the Cauſe of God (that is 
Presbytery) and that they, and the Officers in the 
Army in their reſpective Places, will ſpeedily go about, 
Removing from the Army all Malignant and Scanda- 
lous Perſons, alſo all Sectaries whom they ſhall find 
therein. 

From all theſe Authorities, it is evident that in 
the ſenſe of the Kirk in Power, admitting Pre- 
latiſks into Places of Publick Truſt, was to 
Arm the Kingdom of Antichriſt, to act againſt the 
Kingdom of Chriſt. 

But what is moſt unreaſonable in theſe Exactors 
of Religious Teſts, is, that they would not allow 
their Proteſtant Brethren, a voluntary taking or re- 
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fuſing them but they were forced upon them, un 
der no leſs penalty than the loſs of Liberty and 
Property. OT 

This is the uſage which all Pre/atiſts are to expect 
from the prevailing Power of the Kirk, & all the Church 
deſires, in the midſt of her repeated Provocations, is to 
be defended from the ſecret Deſigns or open Violence 
of the Diſſenters, that ſhe may be committed to the 
Protection of thoſe who are her Real and Conſtant, & 
not her pretended and Occaſinal Friends, and that 
thoſe Men may not have the Executive Power oi the 
Crown and Laws, or be admitted into Civil or Military 
Power, whoare bound both by Reljgion and Policy to 
Subvert our Church, and to give her Members no 


Tolcration, 
ARGUMENT the Xlth. 


Will deſcend from what may ſeem remote and 
general in the former Argument to a more Par- 
ticular and diſtinct view of things; by which the 
Reader may approach ſo near, as not only to ſee, 
but feel the palpable danger of Arming the Diſſenters 
of Ireland with any degree of Civil or Military 
Power; and therefore I will Appeal to ſome Facts, 
which have been the effects of only an imaginary 
and expected Repeal of the Teſt, and from them we 
may form a judgment of what muſt follow upon an 
actual Repeal thereof. 
Sometime after the Death of our 
Fact the iſt. excellent Queen, when the Miniſtry 
5 of this Kingdom was chang'd, it 
was induſtriouſſy ſpread, and reach'd almoſt through 
the whole Kingdom. That the Clergy were all to 
be turn'd out of the Commiſſion of the Peace: Up- 
pon this, the Diſſenters eſp cially in V/ſter, began 
to re- aſſume their 1 Courage and Confidence, 
3 and 
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and particularly Mr. Mc. Gowan, a Presbyterian- of 
ſome Diſtinttion in the County of Autrim, upon the 
bare credit of this Report, told the Reverend Mr. 
Mathews a Juſtice of Peace of that County, dur- 
ing the time of the Seſſions at Ballymanagh, that 
within Three Months he did not doubt to ſee him 
cout of Commiſſion, and himſelf in his place: it is 
a little remarkable, that this Publick Affront 
was paſſed over, without any Reprehenſion, and 
that in all likelyhood was what embolden'd him, 
Me. Gowan in a few Days after to go into Mr. Ma- 
thew's Church on Sunday Morning, where during the 
time of Divine Service, he walk'd up towards him, 
and Spitt directly in his Face, not one of the Con- 
Eeergon daring to interpoſe in Defence of their Mi- 
niſter. | 
Altho' I will not charge the Diſſenters in general, 
with the Guilt of this execrable Fact, and am perſwad- 
ed the more temperate amongſt them will diſclaim and 
eondemn it: yet I may very naturally make this 
inference from it, if a bare Report of the Clergy's 
being to be turn'd out of Commiſſion, could ſpirit 
up the Diſſenters in general, and give this Gentleman 
in particular ſuch intrepid boldneſs, what may the 
Clergy and their Friends in V{ſter expect from their 
intemperate Zealots, were the Sacramental Teſt actu- 
ally Repeal'd, were our Clergy depriv'd of the exe- 
eutive Power of the Laws, and Elders of the Kirk 
ſubſtituted in their Places. | = 
| There is in the North of Ireland 
Falt the 2d. one Alexander Mc. Crakan a Diſ- 
ſenting Teacher, of great Conſide- 
ration amongſt the Brother-hood, he is ſaid to 
have been the iſt. who brought over Inſtructions 
from Scotland, to the Diſſenting Teachers of Ireland, 
to refuſe the Oath of Abjuration, and it ſeems they 
were 


were ſo tar Govern'd by theſe Directions, that from 
the Year 1703. until 1715. an interval of about 
Twelve Years, ſcarce any who have been call'd to 
Teach, or admitted Probationers ia their Congrega- 
tions took That Oath, inſomuch, that I nave ſeen 
a Liſt of about 22 unqualify'd Teachers within 
the Compaſs of the County of Antrim. only, which 
Liſt was given to the Government. 

This fame Mc. Crakan was alſo one of thoſe powers 
ful Men who could diswade his Congregation from 
taking up Arms upon the expected Invaſion of the 
Pretender; when at the ſame time, he rode through 
the Country with a Sword by his Side, And yet under 
all theſe Qualfications, he Preach'd to a numerous 
Congregation at Lisburne in contempt of the Laws, 
and of thoſe who had the Executive Power of them. 
It was therefore though: of Publick Service to 
have him Apprehended, and he was accordingly cloſe- 
ly purſu'd by ſome Juſtices of the Peace of the Coun- 
ty of Antrim, and oblig d to take Sanctuary in S$cor- 
land, from whence he toon return'd to Lisburue, and 


capacities. 


ſtill perſiſted to Preach under the ſame Legal In- 


This Inſolence, provok'd ſeveral Gentlemen in that 


Country to that Degree, that they were reſolv'd to 


. take him at all hazards, and at length he was Appre- 


| 
J 
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hended by Meſt. Waring Eſq; by him given up to the 
Sheriff of the County of Antrim, and ſo Convey'd 


to the Goal of Carrickfergus. 


The Apprehending and Committing this Offender, 


was then thought of the laſt Conſequence, becauſe 


The Act to Prevent the farther growth of Popery, had 
not been executed againſt Presbyterian Nonjurors, who 
by their frequent tranſgreſſing that Law with impunity 
began to think jt Obiolete ; and this was probably 
the reaſon of the increaſe of their Numbers, which 
was 
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was ſo conſiderable at that time, that the Grand-Jury, 


and Juſtices of the Peace of the County of Antrim, 
aſſur d the Queen in their Addreſs in 1712. That 


the Nonjuring-Teachers began to multiply to that 


Degree, that they found it neceſſary for the Publick 
Safety to put the Laws in Execution againſt them; 
nor was this Proſecution thought of greater Conſe- 
quence by the Gentlemen of the Country, than by 
the Government; as may appear from the care 


the Duke of Shrewsbury took of this Proſecution, 


in ſending down one of the Queen's Councils and a 
Solicitor in Criminal Cauſes, to have Mc. Crakan 
Iry'd at the extraordinary Expence of the 
Crown. | 

Upon his Tryal, he was Convitted by the 


Englith Statute, for extingniſhing the hopes of the Pre- 


tender, and after Conviction, was Committed again 
upon the Iriſh Statute, for preventing the farther 
growth of Popery. 

The Gentlemen who in this manner, had taken 
and proſecuted this Offender, did with great juſtice 
expect the Countenance of the Government, the 
Grand-jury, and Juſtices of the Peace in that County 
were ſo well fatisfy'd with this Proſecution, 
that they inſiſted upon it in their Addreſs to 
the Queen, as an Inſtance of their Zeal for the Pro- 
feſtant Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanno— 
ver. | 
Upon all theſe accounts, Me. Crakar's Proſecutors 
were for ſome time very eaſy, and tf ought themſelves 
ſecure in the Power they had by their Comiſſions of 
the Peace, having done a Piece of Publick Service, fo 
well approv'd both by the Government&their Country. 
But in a few months after the Queen's death there 
was a reform made in the commitſſions of the Peace 
throughout the Kingdom, & in that for the Coun- 


ty 
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ty of Antrim where the Number and Power of the 
Presbyterians prevail more than in any County of 
Ireland, it ſo happen'd that the Gentleman that took 
Mc Crakan, the High-Sheriff who convey'd him to 
Goal, and the other Juſtice who joyn d with theſe two 
in committing him upon the Iriſh ſtatute, after his 
Conviction upon the Engliſh, were all left out of 
the Commiſſion ; not to mention a particular Clergy- 
Man who had appriſed the Publick of the 
Number & Danger of theſe Non-jurinz Diſſenting 
Teachers in general, and of the Behaviour of this 
Mc. Crakan in particular. 

I do not preſume to charge any PublickMiniſters with 
acting beyond their Commiſſion, or with the Con- 
ſequences of ſuch Legal actions, as I take this Re- 
form in the Commiſſion to have been; but thus far 
I will venture to ſay and I hope without offence, 
that immediately upon this Reform of the Commiſſion 
of the Peace for the County of Antrim, Mc. Crakan 
and his Congregation, if not the whole Body of the 
Diſſenters of Ulſter, conſtrued all in favour of them- 
ſelves, and as an Indication ofthe Government's diſlike 
to this Proſecution, & how far Mc Crakan and his A- 
bettors were of that Opinion the Reader may judge 


from the Sequel of this Relation. 


Mr Mc Crakan obſerving his Proſecutors depriv'd of 
that Power which made them Formidable both to him 
&the reſt of his Non-juring Brethren, made bold without 
the Ceremony of applying to the Sheriff, to enlarge 
himielf from his Confinement ; (that is in plain 
Terms) he made his eſcape out of Goal & return'd 
with great Reſolution to his Congregation at Lis- 
burn ; by them he was receiv'd in Triumph & attended 
the Sunday following at the Meeting-Houſe, where- 
(as I have been inform'd by ſeveral of the Inhabitants of 


the Town) he Preach'd upon the Subject of hisDeliver- 
| 5 | | | ance | 


« . as ths 
ance taking his text out of the 5th. _ th of the 
As from the 19th. to the 27th Verſe, beginning 


with theſe words; But the Angel of the Lord Open'd 


the Priſon doors & brought them forth, &c. inſinu- 
ating, az muſt be pre{um,d, that his Continement 
was as unjuſt, and his eſcape (by means of a cor- 
rupt Goaler) as miraculous, as that of the Apoſtles, 
by means of an Angel ſent from God. 

This fact being true in all it's Circumſtances, I 
preſume it will be readily allow'd, that McCrakar's 
eſcape ont of Goal, the Manner of his reception 
by his Congregation, and the Countenance he re- 
ceiv'd from ſo many conſiderable Diſſenters, are gla- 
ring Inſtances of their Reſolution to force their 
way into Civil and Military Power, and we may 
reaſonably conclude from theſe Proceedings which 
are cnly the effects of an Imaginary and expected Re- 
peal of the Teſt that an Actual Repeal thereof will 
be attended with much worſe conſequencies 

I preſume it can be no Secret, at this 
Fatt the 3d. time, to ſay that the Teachers and El- 
ders of the Kirk, upon our late Electi- 
ens in the Province of Ulſter, have been able to ſpi- 
rit up the Presbyrerian Tenants, to oppoſe their Church 
L aid Lords. who wou'd not promiſe to repeal the Teſt, 
or whom they ſuſpected were inclinable to pre- 
ſerve It, and this abſtracted from all other party 
Opinions and Diſputes, EE 

The terment was rais'd fo high that no Impor- 
tunitics could prevail upon the generality of ſuch 
Tenants to be directed by their Landlords, however 
precarious their Tenures were, or whatever obliga- 
tions they lay under to their Landlords; this Pro- 
jet (it muſt be preſum'd) had been the Subject of 
their Deliberations in Presbyteries and Synods, as it 
afterwards became matter of their Popular Ha- 
. ran gues 
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rangues even from the Pulpit, infomuch that Mat- 
ters are come to that Paſs in ſeveral Parts of 
Ulſer, that the Gentlemen of the Church even in 
their own Towns and Eſtates, are oblig'd to *pply 
to Diſſentins Teachers and Elders, for the Intere 
and Voices of their own Tenants; ofthis, take the 
following Inſtance. 

A certain Elder of the rk in the County of Antrim, 
who ſet up for Knight of that ſhire, and apply'd to the 
Counteſs of Donegal for her Iutereſt, &upon her refuſal, 
he frankly told her that he knew he was to be oppos'd 
by her Ladyſhip, by three Temporal Lords and one Spi- 
ritual, but that he would carry his Election in ſpight 
of them all, and he has accordingly ſucceeded. Now 
what makes this more extraordinary Is, that this 
ſame Elder has (as I am Inform'd) but two or three 
Freeholders of his own, that a conſiderable Part of 
what he holds in that County, is by Leaſe from my 
Lord Donezall, and that thoſe Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen who oppos'd him with their whole, Intereſt, are 
Pofleſs'd of about Seaven or Eight Ninths of the 
Property of the whole County. 

Ihe liferences which may be drawn from this 
Fact are obvious and many, I will only mention two 
Or the. 

Firſt, a Man without much Penetration may diſ- 
cover, where this Spirit of Oppoſition ariſing from 
Interiors, and Dependents» towards their Superiors 
will end, ſhould the Diſſenters , ſucceed in their Pro- 
ject of,Repealing or Maiming the Tej# Act, it is plain 
that thoſe Directors, who could perſwade their Peo- 
ple. to refuſe Arms in the very Article of dan- 
ger, and to oppoſe their ,Land-Lords againſt 
their apparent .Intereſt, may be preſum'd to 
Direct all that TAIT e or Military, which 
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25 Diſſenters ſhalj obtain by the Repeal of the 
eſt. 

Secondly, This powerful Influence of their Feelefi1- 
ſtical Confederacy when weil conſider'd, ſhoulda be 
a ſeaſonable warning to the Church Land-Lords of 
this Kingdom, to beware how they fink that In- 
tereſt in their Country, which they are preſum'd to 
have by their Properties into the Hands of Presby- 
terian Teachers and Elders, who are now become the 
great controlers of fo many Popular Elections. 

Thirdly, Gentlemen who are Members of the E 24 
bliſy'd Church, and who intend to Educate their Chil- 
dren in that Religion, would do wellto conſider, that 
our troubles&diviſions are butTemporary, & it is hop'd 


will foon have an end; but that Presbyrery has been a 


laſting Fa#on in the State, as well as a Sch7j12 in the 
Church ; and is likely to remain a Permanent evil 
in our Conſtitutions ; inſomuch, that although this 
Generation ſhould not feel the immediate 
Effects of ſuffering the Mr to extort Power, from 
the Difficulties of the Pub/ick : Yet their Poſte- 
rity may be Involv'd in ſuch Diſtractions, as may 


render both their Lives and Eſtates Precarious, becauſe 


it is Evident that all our Conceſſions to the Pres- 

byterians, is but letting them approach towards a Pa- 

rity of Power, which muſt neceflarily end in a ſtrug- 
gle for Superiority. 

it is to be obſerv'd that the Prof 

Fact the 4th. byterians of Ireland, have Re-printed 

the Solemn League, and Covenant, 

and publiſn'd it in the ſame Volume, with their 


Catechi ſins, and Direttory, and what is very remar k- 


able, there have been two Editions of theſe Papers 
Printed at Belfaſt, where the Provincial Synods of Ul- 


ſter generally meet, inſomuch that it is Impoſſible this 


could have been done without the Privity, if not the 
Direction of ſuch Aſſemblies. When 
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When the Diſſenters were charg'd with this Fact, & 
when ſome prohable Reaſons were offer'd, that their 
Teachers and Elders took the Covenant as their Di- 
rectory requires (or ſom̃e Oath equivalent thereunto) 
they thought it ſeaſonanable in their Addreſs to the 
Queen to deny the Fatt, but now they ſeem ta have 
thrown off the Mask, and begin to Maintain, not 
only the Doctrine of that Covenant, but to aſſert the 
binding Obligation thereof upon all Presbyterians 3 
and upon that Foot to juſtifie the Rebel- 
lion of 41, as well as thoſe of Pentland- 
Hills, and Bothwell-Bridge, to prove this J offer 
the following Paragraphs out of An Hiſtorical Eſſay 
pon the Loyalty of the Presbyterians, &c. Printed and 
Publiſh'd at Be!f aft, An. 1713. Thoſe (ſays the Com- 
piler,) p. 548. Who !ook upon Englith Epiſcopacy 
to be a Divine Ordinance,carnot but according to their 
own Principle Condemn that Covenant, for having 
an) thing iu it that tends to the Extirpation of a Di- 
vine Iiſtitution: And therefore muſt look upon it to 
be an Oath ſinful in it ſelf, on the other Hand, thoje 
who are for the Divine Right of Presbytery, are not 
Convinc'd that it was finful in it ſelf, becauſe their 
Principle leads them to Approve of the matter of 
1t, as good and Lamful, &c. The Presbyterians thought 
it neceſſary, that there ſhould be a Reformation, and Re- 
auction of Epiſcopacy, and that the ſame was neceſ- 
ſary by the Command of God, and their Covenant was 
aefign'd for nothing elſe, but ro bind Men, to what they 
thought God had bound them to, by his Authority, Ante- 
cedent to their Covenant. | 
We all know that this has ever been the Principle 
of the Kirk, but I think ſince the Reſtauration it was 
never before Vindicated by the Diſſenters of Ireland 
In ſuch expreſs Terms, tormerly when charg'd with 


this Poſition, they took Soil in equivocal evaſions, 
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but now they grow ſo hardy as not only to 


aſſert the Equity and Lawfulneſs of the Covenant it 
ſelf, but an eternal Obligation upon the Freſent, and 
all Future Generations to purſue the ends there- 


Of. 


Agreeable to this Doqtrine, the ſame Author juſtifies 


the Rebellion of 41 in the words following p. 222, 
as the Evils the People grown'd under, were Intoller a- 


ble i. e. in the Reign of King Charles the 1ſt.) jo 


their patience before they tobe up Arms was ſurpriz- 


ing, und exceeded all the Inſt ances wherem the En- | 


gliſh Nation ever reſiſted by Arms. the Exorbit ant and 
Illegal will of their Princes for reducing it to bounds, 
for tho” the Grievances of the Nation were more in one 
Tear of this King's Reizn, than in both the Reigus of 
Edward the 2d. and Richard the 2d. whom their 
Subjects reſiſted, yet in this Ciſe they waited Sixteen 
Tears, till things grew worſe, &c. and until he (i. e. 
the King) refusd to pat the Executive Power into 
ſuch Hands as tbe Parliament durſt Cunfide in, for 
the ſafety of their Lives, to Sit and do baſineſs, &c. 


No Laws, no Petitions, no Remonſtrances, no Eſſay 


ud, no Patience Exercis'd did prevail upon the Court, 
and therefore what could the Parliament and other 
Subjects do, but either reſiſt by Arms, or tamely ſit 
ſtill, and (ee the Good aud Happineſs of Soctetyentire- 
ly Ruind and Sacrificd. What other Reaſons 
can be given for reſiſting the late King James, 
than thoſe which juſtify d the reſijting of his 
Father? &c. Aud yet the People of England wait- 
ed Sixteen Tears before they Refiſted the Father, tho 
their Patience was quite tyr d out, before they hud wait- 
ed Five Tears under the Son, they (i.e. the People) 
Reſiſted not the Father, till both Houles of Parlia- 


ment Declar'd for it, and preſ#d them to it, 


they Reſiſted the Son, without looking upon themſelves 
3 obliged 
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igel to wait for any ach fi mality. &c. Mere at 
thoie Glorious Steps of Reſtt ance King James built 
upon the Impregnable Foundations of Equity, Juſt ice, 
aud Public Good, and to be eſpouſed anl cordially 
Maint ain'd, as rhe Eſſential aud Howoar able Princi- 
ples of the late happy Revolution, and foal a leljer 
aud more Limited Reſiſt ance of K. 5 Charles rhe 1ſt. 
dad {upported by the ſame Reaſons, 1 w. wrantod 4 
ecrer aud more abſolute ene in the Son, bz jujtly 
54 4 with Rebellion; And again p. 371. talking of the 
Infurrection. as he calls it at Botbwe#-Bridse (1e fays) 
if we Conſider the Barbarons Treatment te Presbyte- 
rims mer with before that Injurre:tion at Bothwell- 
Bridge, the Proceedings againſt them, hei unm as Odious rx 
1 juff ib. ale as thoſe of the Spanith Inquilition ; aud a 
manif jt Fiolationof the Law of Nature, and Eſſential 
Liberties of Mankind; their Deplorable Ciſe out ra- 
ther to be mention d with Compaſſion, &c. 414 with 
a juſt abhorrence of the unnatural and Cru ! Dpprefi - 
on by which they were driven into Defenſive Arms, chan 
with thoſe hard Terms of Diſloyalty and Rebellion, 
1 will not tire theReader with more quotations from 
this Book, the whole Compoiition of 560 P. being 
fill'd with Trath of rhe ſame kind, collected from 
all the molt Y:itinons Papers which thoſe times 
produc'd to enflame the S:#aries,and which have been 
Writ ſince, to blow up the Embers of thoſe Re- 
beJions, and in Truth as far as I can comprehend. 
The main Scope, of this fame H /forical Eſſay, 
tcems calculated to turn the hearts of the people 
even again't Monarchy it ſelf, by throwing moit groſs 
and fcandalous Retiections, Upon ali tne King's 
Rozal Aceſtors, betwixt the Refor 744tiwn, und the 
Revolntion ; by jultifying the mott E rant Nebel- 
lions againſt the Crown, and by ditpo pg their & ve- 
reigu Lords the People, to redreſs what chcy ali 
picaie to call their Gricvances. 1 his 
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This Book has been publiſhed in London, by Advertif- 


ments in our Printed News-Papers. and I have feen'it 


quoted in a Sermon preach'd, and Printed in London, 
as a Magazine of Excellent Hifory and Records 


But the great Reaſon, why I have given it the credit 


of a Quotation, is becauſe it is the Produtt of 

the molt conſiderable Diſſenters of Ireland, as 

appears by their Letters, Certificates, Subjcriptions. | 
CC. | 

It has been hinted in the Prefaceto theſe 

Fact the 5th. Arguments, that the laſt Attempt which 

the D/ßſenters made agalnit the $4- 


cramental Teſt, was 1 concerted deſign 1ſt. to Frangre!s 
- = 


that Lam, and then to indemniiie themieives by the 
Number of Offenders, that by this means, that ex- 
cellent Zam might be firſt Neglected, then Relas'd, and 
at length Repeal'd. I have ſhewn in what manner 
the Commiſſioners of Array return'd Difſenting 
Officers to ſerve in the Militia, and their great Su- 
periority to the Conform:ſts, in Four Regiments Ar- 
ray'd in the County of Autrimi, I allo attirm'd 
that the Diſſenters not content with the 
Number of Officers Return'd, began to talk 
Publickly that they would be Commanded by none 
but thofe of their own Perſwaſton, avd how 
far this Rumour is true, the Reader is Reter'd 
to the following Fact, which I had from a 


Gentleman of great Credit and Veraciry. 


On the 10th. of November laſt, Captain William 
Montgomery and Leintenant james Baillie „et at 
Ballyualter to raiſe their Militla Compayy, Emo Com- 
Miſſioners of Array, Captain John Montgomery, and. 
Mr. James Montgomery, being preſent . when they be- 
gan to proceed upon the buſiueſs, John Boyd and 
James Warneck advanced from the Crowd, aud ſaid 

| Ns they 


OR Ry" 
they ſpoke in the name of the Pariſh and had Commiſſion 
ſo to do, and told the Commiſſioners that they would 
not ſerve unleſs they knew and liked their officers, 
upon which one of the Commiſſioners reproved them and 
told them they ought tobe laid by the heels, and ac- 
 cordinly ordered the Conitable to apprehend Boyd who 
then ſwore that he would knock the firſt Man down, 
thut offer'd to Seize him, and immediately above Thir- 
ty of them with Clubbs Refifted the High and Petty- 
Conſtahles, Attack's Lieutenant James Balle, and 
nude ſever al Stroaks at him. Robert Bailie a Millar 
as I am inform'd, has made Oath before Mr. Montgo- 
merv, that this was done by Combination of the Pariſhi- 
oners and ſeveral of them, ſaid Publickly, that they 
Scornid to be Headed by Officers that were Church- 
Men. 

Captain William Montgomery was inform'd, that 
Myr. Gaudy the Presbyterian Teacher, was refolv'd to 
Reprimand the Rioters the Sunday following from the 
Pulpit, and having the curiofity to go and hear, 
what the Teacher mould ſay upon this Occaſion, 
found to his ſurprize. that there was little laid to the 
Charge of the Rioters, but a great Deal to the Charge 
of the Gentlemen and Commiſnoners of Array, for offer- 
ing to commit poor ignorant People, CC. 

But It feems this Detign of throwing Power 


into the Hands of the Piſenters of Ulſter, was not 
confin'd to Commiſſion Othcers only, but it reach d 


even the Private-Men, as may appear by the following 
Certificate, the Original whereof is in my Poſſeſſion, 
but for ſome reaſons, I will not mention the Sub- 

ſcribd Name. en 
I do hereby Certi fie, that upon the 2d. Day of Sep- 
tember, 1715. Several of the Inhabitants of the Pa- 
riſh of Derraghy (being Summon'd) appear'd at Belfaſt, 
in Order tobe Arrayd; But that ſeveral of the Church 
3 Men 
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Men of the ſaid Parriſh were not call d as they eu- 


- peited ; upon which ſome of them ſpoke openly, and ſaid, 


that there were ſeveral there who were not calld, 
and Defir'd to know the Reaſon of it, but no Notice 
was takenof them. 


I do further Declare, that when the Array was over, © 


heard Mr. Malcome theDiflentingTeacher of Dunmurry, 
att I'racl Abernethy the Conftable how he came off? 
To which, James King a Presbyterian Elder ſaid,that 
be had Omitted ſeveral of the Names of Church-Men, 
and that he was afraid the Coſt able would come to 
#ronble about it, upon which Mr. Malcome replyd, It's 
all very wel, it ig no matter, Given under my Hand” 
this 4% Day of November, 174 5. J.—F,— 
Me may eaſily ſee by theſe Proceedings who they 
are, which divide the Proteſtant Intreſt of Ireland, 
when men are contriving to take Arms out of the 
Hands ot thoſe cho took them up at aCritical7unture 
whenthe Difſenters laid them down, and cou'd not 
be per.waded to Arm in Defence of their Queen and 
Country. I will cloſe this Fact with two Obſervations, 
Firjt. If this Artifice of Omitting the Names of 
Chunch Mon, upon the Array of Militia, has been 
eoncerted betwive Presbyterian Conſtables, and their 
Tcachers.in other Parithes of Vier,a Man without 
much Penetration mayſſee in what Manner, the Con- 


formiſts Naked and Defenceleſs, will Lie at the Mercy 


of the Diſenters, Secondly, It mult be allow'd 


at leaſt a well grounded Suſpicion, that theſe who 
Rotus'd Arms becauſe (as they Argu'd) they were Ex- 


ciudedfrom Offices of Truſt by the Sacramental Teſt, 
may eahly be perſwaded not fo lay them down, until 


they haye their Grievarces Redre(sd, for I take It to 
hecho bad Reaſoning to Argue, that where Paſſive 
Di ſaledienet was\Proteſs'd and Practiſs d in one Caſe 
MAhive Difabedience may be Suſpected in the..ether. 


FIN 5. 


— 


4 r 


